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doctrine. 

Is the subject born of water and the 
Spirit? Is he baptized into Jesus 
Christ? Is he to reckon himself to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 


Theology an Criticism. 


~~~ ~ 
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oo Between the two diver 

gent tenden- : 

‘le cies of thought and practice in the Re- God? If s0,a8 the New Testament sity 
clas plicitly teaches, then the question re- 


Te formed Church, and in other branches 
bul ky, the Evangelical Church of America, 
would b20Wn as churchly and unchurchly, 
in truth, ramental and unsacramental, there 
the duily many points of important differ- 
bold. Moxbut next to the doctrine con- 
head of the- the Person of Christ there is, 
priest, read Its no issue, that involves so 
benefit of old * the progress of sound soteri- 
it the Lord s} a a 
and @hildvert, av" practical religion, as that 
love, and mercy. "e532 the sacrament of Holy 
unto ther path wads the miraculous birth of 

This is too ofte:the concrete beginning of 
the “ Family Bibirial life and mediatorial 


specting Baptism is a central question ; 
and no view of salvation from sin, of 
life in God, or of personal experience 
in religion, can be complete, that ig- 
nore this mystery, treating it as though 
it had no necessary connection with 
the way of salvation or with the 
comfort and hope of the Gospel. In- 
stead of relegating Baptism to the 
gloomy region of non-essentials, as is 
done by the American Tract Society, it 
should stand among the foremost doc- 
trices and duties in the preaching 
of the Gospel and in religious litera- 


tual declension, are connected with this | patibility of this theory with the doc- 


trine, that the life of grace begins, not 
in what man does and feels, but in 
what Christ does, and does through a 
sacramental transaction in man, is felt 
so keenly, that the assertion of the 
divine virtue of Baptism at once excites 
opposition and condemnation. The 
idea that Baptism is a mystery, and 
confers grace, involves a viéw of prac- 
tical Christianity, which at nearly all 
points comes into a measure of conflict 
with the unsacramental and humani- 
tarian tendencies of our age. This is 
an undesigned testimony to the central 
position of Holy Baptism in the economy 
of salvation. 

What course, thea, ought the Chris- 
tian teacher toadopt? Should he assert 
this important truth, or not? Should 
he pay deference to the unsacramental 
tendencies of our time by keeping the 


day. True, it is1 God is manifested and 
God and sometime) of mankind is wrought 
tains “numerous firaculous birth of water 
(in the getting up Of the concrete beginning 


ELEANOR wae plainly ritual existence of the 
on rather a questiona: ent f 
is printed in clear, 12° “!nBGom Of grace, 
often on good paper ; ids true communion 
“ Family Record an€celves by faith the 
Album,” and “ Tabl In pointof signifi- 
ture Weights and ries correspond, the 
“ Concordance,” and a ‘ye jatter, the apiri- 
eae pa Aes Olt believer, sustaining 
no e the place o ta RR 

Bible of the Olaen jy bo his life of faith 


Riieienikeenketad nd \to the resurrection 
mental a thing to the fo rmer, the birth of 
It is bound in “ns to Hyis entire personal 
and mounted ~ earth, as} the Word made 
and ‘“ Name Redeemer f the world. 
edged,” and in the one Aystery is parallel 
cately pul logical sequences to belief in the 
and soils Paes sas 
haadline The true repgniton of our 
ly and ord’s nativity, as tine primary and 
Bibleundamental fact of Ce mediatorial 
care work, must modify andl .rule our views 
as concerning the characiter of all other 

epochs and facts in His earthly lite, 
including His atoning| death and tri- 
umphant resurrection, So does the 
recognition of the act df Holy Baptism, 
as the real beginning jof the new life of 
grace in the indivgdual Christian, 
modify and rule our views of all the 
stages and epochs in}the history of the 
individual. Our cqunception of repen- 
tance, of sanctification, of religious 
‘duty, of the Christian warfare with the 
world and Satan, of natural death, of 
the resurrection and of glorification, 
will all undergo an important change, 
according as we hold Baptism to be 
only a symbolic. ceremony, or & veri- 
table divine my tery, wherein the sub- 
ject is buried jwith Christ into death 
(Rom. 6: 4). All questions pertaining 
to the growth of the Church, to the 
promotion of vital godliness in the 
hearts of believers, and tothe revival 
' of faith, love and zeal in times of spiri- 


heard the piercing words of the Apostle 
Peter, they were pricked to the heart, 
and said, Menand brethren, what shall 


wa do? 


ture. 

Baptism should certainly be as 
prominent as it was in the first Chris- 
tian sermon preached under the quick- 
ening inspiration of the Holy Ghost on 
the day of Pentecost. When the Jews 


idea Of baptismal grace in the back- 
ground? or try to escape opposition by 
compromise? Do not the unsacramen- 
tal tendencies of our time indicate, that 
the Scriptural doctrine of Baptism is 
the very doctrine that ought to be em- 
phasized? And if ministers proclaia 
and emphasize needful truth, will nos 
the very oppesition excited thereby be 
resolved into an occasion of the progress 


of the Church? 


To this life-question of the 
first inquirers after the way of salva- 


tion, the Apostle replies: ‘“‘ Repent, and lie ei ae 
be baptizad, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission THE Mn ed TE GOD IN THE 


of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.” The very first direc- 
tion given to those convicted of sin and 
repenting, was to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Carist. The injauction 
is not qualified cautiously by an ¢f or a 
but. The Apostle evinees no fear, that 
these first inquirers may be deluded by 
repenting and relying on Baptism for 
the remission of sins. He eajoins the 
sacramental mystery unconditionally. 
If to repent and be baptized was the 
first thing enjoined upon convicted and 
inquiring sinners then, is it not also 
the first thing now? Has the way of 
obtaining the remission of sins been 
changed? Is the American Tract 
Society wiser than the Apostle Peter? 
Does the Society lay more stress on 
spirituality of mind and holiness of life 
than he? 

The central position of the sacrament 
of Baptism is indicated, negatively, by 
the antipathy prevailing among many 
Christian denominations to the affrma- 
tion of its objective virtue. Their 
views respecting true personal religion 
proceed on the assumption, that the life 
of grace begins, not in a birth from 
above, but in a moral change, a change And as creation lives in Him as the 
wroug at ‘in will and sentiment, The life of its life, so does He live in crea 
beginning of the personal experience of | tion as the sphere of its presence. He 
divine grace is regarded as the begin- | reveals His activity in the world, not 
ning of the Christian life. The incom-| only when, ag transcendent cause, He 


The actualization of the kingdom of 
God unquestionably requires, that the 
natural develupment from below be 
met continually by an incoming of 
supernatural powers from above, 
through which Ged enters into the 
world in ever higher forms of mani- 
festation, until in the consummation of 
all things the glorified creation shall 
not merely embody the thoughts of 
His mind, but shall enshrine His pres- 
ence in the fulness of His life. The 
ground of all created existence is the 
eternal personal Word, “ who is the im- 
age of the invisible God: the first-born 
of every creature ; for in Him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by Him, and for Him; 
and He is befure all things, and by 
Him all thiugs consist.” Paul teaches 
the Athenians, that in God—not simply 
through Him, as instrumental cause— 
but in Him, as the element of our life, 
we live, and move, and have our being. 


creates new forms of life and introduces | __ 
new «ons; but also when, as imma- 
nent principle, He “works at every 
stage of development under the form 


of the natural and spiritual world in, ‘a 


with. and through the laws and forces. 
of the world.” 

Always in creation as the ground of 
its being, so that without His abiding | 
presence it could not subsist for an in-» 
stant, but would sink into its original — 
nothinguess, but is yet always coming’) 
into creation in ever new aud higher. 
forms, corresponding to the progressive 
stages through which the life of the 
world unfolds itself. God is a Spirit: 
where life is love; and it is love, the 
deepest and most funds mental principle, 
of His being, that moves Him to 
pass beyond Himself and call into be- 
ing a manifold variety of finite depen- 
dent existences, to which He may 
communicate Himself according to the 
measure of their seceptibility; thus 
glorifying Himself in creation, that 
creation may glorify itself in Him. 


oo —— 


THE UNION MOVEMENT, 


Some of the religious papers which 
have noticed the result of the late a:- 
tempt to bring about a union betwen 
the two Reformed Churches, attribute 
the failure to the theology that prevails 
in our Church. One says, the Dutch 

were afraid, that Mercersburg theology 

would spread in their Church, in case 

@ union were effected, and another 

says, the Mercersburg men were afraid, 

that, in a unicn of the two Churches, 

their theology would be endangered by 

the overwhelming majority that would 

then be arrayed against it. 

_ These papers are wise above what is 

written. The report of the joint com- 

mittee finds the difficulty in the way 

of union to lie, not in churchly usages, 

confirmation, keeping the festival days, 

liturgical worship, etc., but in the doc- 

trinal difference between the standards 

of the two Churches. The German 

Church has but one doctrinal standard, 


the Heidelberg Catechism, while the 


Dutch Church holds, in addition, to 
the Belgic Confession and the Articles 
of the Dortrecht Synod. — Neither’ 
Church is prepared to change its doc- 
trinal standards. We take it, that the 
anti-liturgical party in the German 
Church are as much attached to the 
Heidelberg Catechism, and ag little 
willing to bind themselves to infra-lap- 
sarian Calvinism, as the Mercersbuy g 
wing. 

The Dutch committee were not wil- 
ling to yield an iota on this point. If 
there is to be a union, their Church 
could not tone down their Calvinistic. 
views, but the German Church would | 

, . 
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we believe, was the attitude of the 
committee from the Dutch Church. 
Not even Dr. Bomberger end _ his 
friends were prepared to encourage the 
thought, that the German Church 
would be disposed to make any change 
in their doctrinal views on the subject 
of Calvinism. Hence the failure of 
the great union movement as the “ Chris- 
tian World”? used to call it. 

The only reference to any other doc- 
trinal differences is contained in the 
statement, “In addition to this, the 
probable faet, that a body made up of 
these two denominations would include 
important differences in doctrinal views 
and ecclesiastical feeling, has appeared 
during the conference,” which is some- 
what vague. We do not see the force 
of the words “in addition to this” in 
the above, after stating that the differ- 
ence is a doctrinal one. If this sen- 
tence does refer to Mercersburg theol- 
ogy, and the chief difficulty is made to 
hinge on this, then it would seem, that 
the Dutch Church think the anti-litur- 
gical party in the German Church 
would be more ready to adopt their 
Calvinistic standards, than the Mer- 
cersburg men, an inference which that 
party would hardly be willing to ad- 
mit, we presume. If we are to receive 
the sistement of this committee as can- 
did and full, then the cause of the 
failure cannot be atiributed to the 
prevalence of Mercersburg theology in 
the German Church. 

The truth of the case is, that this 
great union movement was started in 
a burst of an enthusiastic feeling, with- 
out considering properly the difficulties 
in the way. The Presbyterian, or the 
Datech Reformed, either, would gladly 
incorporate our German branch into 
it, but neither think seriously of a 
union, which would involve any, the 
least, change onits part. Usion must 
come spontaneously, as ripe fruit falls 
from the tree. Any attempt to force 
it, only tends to drive the bodies far- 
ther apart. We must be satisfied to 
wait till the time comes. 
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For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


FROM CALIFORNIA AND JAPAN, 


Tne reader may recollect, that, while 
laboring in San Francisco, we had in 
our family for a period of nine months, 
a young man from Japan, who had 
come to California to learn the Haglish 
languageand American customs. While 
diligently teaching this young heathen 
many things concerning European ane 
American civilization, we never failed 
to teace back and attribute the power, 
wealth, and culture of the Christian 
world to the religion of our Lord 
Jesus. Our effort had the desired effect 
of so exalting the person, doctrine, and 
life of Christ in the estimation of our 
pupil, asto cause him to express a hearty 
and repeated desire for & public profes- 
sioa of his faith ia and devotion to Jesus, 
as Saviour and great Teacher of men 
He was accordingly baptized in the 
name of the Triune God, and thus 
translated from the kingdom of fallen 
nature into the glorious kingdom of 
Grace. He was the first Japanese in 


professed Christ. 

Monetary matters, however, soon 
called our young convert back home to 
his Fatherland. We bade him God- 
speed in the San Francisco harbor, and 
on board the Chinese mail steamer he 
reached Japan in safety. Furnished 
with due credentials as a Christian, 
and recommendation to ministering 
brethren in Japan, he was kindly re- 
ceived by the missionaries, Brown 
and Ballagh of the Reformed Church 
of America, at Yokohama, and Thomp- 
son of the Presbyterian Church in 
Yeddo. His faith was much confirmed 
by acquaintance with these good breth- 
ren, and also by the hearty devotion 
of native Christians to the cause of 
Christ. 


But his home is at an interior city, 
of about fifty thousand inhabitants, 
and some two hundred miles distant 
from Yokohama. ‘This journey he 
made in a sedan (the prevailing mode 
of travel in that country), at an ex- 
pense of fifteen dollars, and in ten days’ 
time arrived at home, the only one that 
had ever been in.America. Great was 
the excitement aud joy over the event. 
His own family, relatives, friends, 
everybody, came to see the new arrival 
in his American dress, and with his 
civilized manners and customs, and 
hear the wonderful things he had to 
relate of this Christian country. During 
the long winter evenings the wonders of 
America, and more especially (ali- 
fornia, were recited to social gatherings. 
Young men wept and spent. sleepless 
nights, because they had not the means 
ever to enjoy like privileges. Old men 
shook their heads in astonishment, and 
expressed the hope, that Japan would 
ere long awake from its slumber of semi- 
barbarism. 

Our young hero was not uamindful 
of his Christian profession and vow, 
and made good use of his knowledge 
of the religion of light and life. First, 
his own family, parents, brothers, and 
sisters, were persuaded to abjure idol- 
atry, and now study God’s word. The 
young men of the town generally fol- 
lowed suit, and now, with few excep- 
tions? among the old folks, idolatry 
is abolished and the temples are for- 
saken. 

Among the many interesting im- 
provements he introduced during his 
short stay in his native town and coun- 
try district, was one of no little mate- 
rial and intellectual benefit. The far- 
mers had complaiaed to him bitterly, 
that the “holy horses” ate off all their 
grain. These horses run wild, and are 
objects of worship, and until this change, 
were not allowed to be molested, multi- 
plying constantly, and destroying all 
in their way. Our young civilizer, in 
genuine American style, immediately 
formed a company, whose objeet should 
be ‘o catch all the “ horse gods” in the 
surrounding country, and sell them in 
Yokohama, and use the proceeds as a 
school fund in his native town. They 
brought about twenty-five dollars a 
head. 

Last week Hake Tostanda Mate- 
marok arrived at Napa, and now stays 
at my house to continue his studies. 
He urges me daily to go to his country. 
He, together with others, will pay ex- 
penses, build a dwelling, church and 
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civilized life, at least a very useful one 
aa teacher and preacher. He has often 
remarked, “ A great many missionaries 
go to India. Japan is a far better 
country.” 

What think you of this Japanese 
call? The door is open. Shall the 
King of glory of the Reformed 
Church—even the Lord Jesus—enter 
in? 

Even at the risk of being lengthy, 
we subjoin an extract from a letter 
from Rev. James H. Ballagh, acting 
pastor of the native church of Yoko- 
hama, and delivered to us by Hake. 
Brother Ballagh writes: 

“The two churches of Yeddo and 
Yokohama number about 100 mem- 
bers. The elders are preaching fre- 
quently, and with acceptance. Ten 
young men are preparing for the min- 
istry, and the work is opening up en- 
couragingly. Weare greatly comforted 
in the church members and in their 
thorough committal to a non-denomi- 
national, and thorough national and 
Christian Church. The church is called 
simply, ‘The Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’ It accepts the nine 
articles of the Evangelical Alliance as 
its confession of faith, and in govern- 
ment is essentially Presbyterian. We 
have two elders and several deacons. 
No native pastors as yet, though we 
hope for this boon before long. By 
national church, I mean one strictly 
Japanese, holding no allegiance to any 
church abroad. ‘This much, we feel, is 
due the Japanese nation and people, 
that they, by God’s word and Spirit 
for their guide, should be free ” 


F. Fox. 
November 23. 


For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


HOW IS IT? 


At the last annual meetings, some 
of the Classes elected delegates to the 
next General Synod, and perhaps some 
of them did the same thing at special 
meetings held since. It is said by 
some, that the elections made at the 
last annual meetings are not valid, be- 
cause the elections must be held at the 
annual meetings next preceding the 
meeting of the General Synod, which 
would be next Spring. Also it is said, 
the Constitution requires that the elec- 
tion of delegates shall take place at a 
regular, not at a special meeting (Art. 
49, last clause). Another point is, that 
electing delegates last Spring is uncon- 
stitutional, because the elders then 
elected may not be members of Classis 
next year, and so would not be law- 
ful representatives of the Classes. 
We will simply express our own mind, 
asking the Editor of the “ Messenger ” 
to set the matter right, if we are 
wroag. 


The time of the meeting of the 
General Synod is changed from Fall 
to Spring. The regular time for the 
meetings of the Classes of the Hastern, 
Potomac, and Pittsburg Synods is in 
the Spring, in May and June, as a rule. 
The General Synod will meet on the 
19th of May. Some of the Classes 
have stated times for the annual meet- 
ings, and the regular time for the most 
of them is about, or after, the time 
appointed for the meeting of the Gen- 
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fixed upon Spring as the time to hold 
its meeting, it did not request the 
Classes that are in the habit of meet- 
ing in the Spring, to change their time 
of meeting, so that they might all con- 
vene in annual session just before it 
meets. In the West the Classes meet 
in the Fall, and their Synod in the 
Spring. They elect delegates to the 
General Synod in August, September, 
October, or later. Thus some of them 
elect their delegates almost a year be- 
fore the time. 

1. We conclude, that delegates to 
the General Synod are properly elected 
at the annual, and not at a special! 
meeting of Classis. ‘ Whenever the 
confirming of a call, dissolving of a 
pastoral connection, or any other busi- 
ness which ceuld not be done at an 
ordinary meeting, shall make a special 
meeting of the Classis necessary, etc.” 
(Art. 57).¢ If ecclesiastical matters 
were in such condition, that delegates 
could not be elected at an ordinary 
meeting, then they may be elected at 
special meeting, otherwise not. 
regularity of such election mig 
questioned by the General Syno 

2. The General Synod meeti 
the 19th of May, and the regu 
of the meeting of the Clas 
May and June, it was com 
them to elect their dele 
Spring. If they chose to 
than usual, so that they c 
to this matter next Spring 
the meeting of the Genera 
could do so. In the a 
law upon the subject 
formity throughout the 
Classis did not wish 
time of meeting on ac 
or other circumstance 
fied to be represente 
the General Synod by 
in May or June 187 
or the first part o 
know: of no 
course. 

3. If a Classis ejlects 
General Synod om the 1 
1874, the General {Synod m 
the 19th, and these elders, 
one of them do \not represent 
charges in the Classis in May 
can they then represent the Classis 
the General Synod, not being membe: 
of Classis at the time the General 
Synod is insession? Yes, just as legit- 
imately as the ‘ ministerial delecates 
elected at the same time, for the same 
purpose. A minister, or an elder, ap- 
pointed to do a\ certain duty, is not 
discharged until the duty is performed. 
So in the case of a committee of the 
Classis, of the Synod, or of the Gen- 
eral Synod. \ x 


law 
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SHORT ITEMS, 


MISSION WORK, 


Start a mission where the largest 
number of people can be reached. 
Locate the best missionary that can 
be secured, and give him a good liy- 
Ing support, and see to it, that his 
salary be promptly paid 

Build a neat and churekly chapel 
right where the people are, Support 
the mission well, until it is able to 
sustain itself. Begin only as many 
missions as can be properly supported, 
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Rh sa oat from the beginning | peace ; where that love is withheld, 
ptt ey can towards their | all is sadness, and terror, and gloom, 

Support, and towards all bene-! Life is not life when this love is 
volent objects; not in an indepen-|hitden. In His favor is life. The 
dent way, but through the Classes | favor of others may cheer us for an 
and Synods to which they respec- | hour, aud make us forget our weari- 
tively belong. A.B. K. | nese; but it leaves the soul as heavy 
aud dark as before. It does not com- 
fort, it does not quicken, it does not 
heal, orrefresh. Only of God’s love 
can it be said that in it is life. 

Yes, it contains life for us, the true 
Cc =heprane life of the soul, and he who findeth 
es Ae baat pat ia aR | this favor findeth life. The posses- 
use. True, it had its “E » fomery sion of that favor is blesseduess. 

; py ad is — Lngravings, | Nor is this favor hard to find. It 
aud its “ Family Records,” &e., but does not need to be bought. It is 
it was not, comparatively speaking, freely given. We have but to take 
so costly aud su nice a thing as to|it, Like the sunshine, it is around 
preclude its daily use. No. Not at us, and we have but to give it ep- 
all. Bat much more wisely, it was| trance. God sends us the good 
printed in large type, and put opin} pews of it in. the Gospel of His 
good and substantial binding, and grace; and he who simply receives 
sale with brass corners and that Gospel is at once put in posses- 

. rs : — sion ot the divine favor, the whole 
pal) tattle tnns Meath at lites at free love of God which is in Christ 
att daily obseaty C re oy Jesus our Lord. Hence ibe apostle 
in 'trtich !* Pauly Bible” roltae | ees We have known and believed 

‘ the love that God hath sent to us 
the duily companion of the house-/(1 Joha iv. 15.)—H. Bonar, D. D. 


bold. Morning and evening, the 

head of the family, as the Lord’s ae I eS ines 
priest, read its sacred pages for the THE VILLAGE MINISTER, 
benefit of old and young. Through 
it the Lord spoke daily to parents 


: har-Obi Ds I tell you, men and women, the 
aod children, of His justice, yoodness, | » ae hae 
low Ee faut, that in these neglected and de- 
ove, and mercy. lt was a “lawp serted towns there lives such a mat 

. > ba) 2 , oS i é { 
unto their pathway.” é pe 


eee ., | anda family about him, wl 3 
This is too often not the case with Na ie prorm jenteranins 
ne WAS “Bible” of Pid“iiresaiit and His law, aad His name, and His 
ie True SRE Pig 7 behs of day are reverenced, and proclaimed 
: ’ 2 by deed ell as by word, is what 
God and sometimes more. It con- | 2% O° 38 Wel’ a8 Dy word, 18 what 
- ae or we may count ou as our cbief hope 
‘“ . ; ” 
tains “numerous fine engravings 


pie for the future. The church rising 
rch aca 2 Se fhe ate: in the village, its spire overtopping 
g DT | cher mes PUP) the highest trees, its horse-sheds and 
on rather a questionable stretch). It! ve tibules knitting the men and 
eee ae EOE: an women into neighborly kinduvess, its 
; 3 ains e a a fai ; Tety 
PEt se “— ‘Fp macianin pulpit the last stronghold of piety— 
y g'@PO) why, that very buildiug is a protest 
Album,” and “ Tables of Scrip- : ; 4 
. Weich rg Na oP) and an eloquent one, against sin. 
ee Sets ee nus’) 2 Men who have no higher interest 
Concordance,” and a host of other | (han the value of their pro erty are 
things. But with all this, it does ae ie 


- : ,0t worldly-wise, even, if they do 
not take the place of the ‘* Family : Batre : 
Bible of the Olden Time.” not see that for a holy man to speak 


: f within those walls, and to go to and 
It is often too costly and orna-| i), under those trees, and knit. to- 
mental a thing to be handied daily.| all he Wal 
It is bound ie “Turkish Morocco,” Sade sec = law-abiding, moral, 
2S EERE a hime ae and grand in that town, is the high- 
SER ee ag ee bP re 5 ft i est of all needs to ensure order and 
N: ate, 5 lk Cs 2 : : 
edged and altogether it is so ‘eli. Eels OEM ya RRA ie Oe 
, ~ . 


; ries ~~. | dull; if be has a soul and is not 
cately put up, that it soon Can Banee afraid to let it out; if he has a mind 
and soils even with the most careful] ....q ig not afraid to use it: if he be 

° F ree a ais -* ) 7] 
sare mepapnenion) ie intact wae ar even awkward and ill-clothed, yet 
ly and | elicate binding, the “* Family youd, true, pure, man-loving, and 
Bible” of the present day is too often God-iearing—there is a place for 
carefully placed on the parlor stand,|j i, _ 
as the Christian’s choicest Toy. Gunaider the iboull tht. one 'aduk 

Dear reader, if yours is a family 


: : cated minister is to a rural town 

; i or + ” I 

Bible after the pattern just described, even from a.lower side than I have 
keep it for a “Sunday Bible,” and at 


{ hinted at. See what an advantage 
once send to the Reformed Church 8 


senc that, in a place from which streams 
Pablication Board, No. 907 Arch | of young lit are constantly flowing 
Street, Philadelphia, and procure one city-ward there'is a man of educa- 
that will cost you less thaa a fourth tion, who can watch over the schools, 
the price of your Toy, and will do inaugurate lectures, buy and lend 
you vastly more good ; for remember , 


, bouks, awaken an interest in good 
that even the Bible will benefit those newspapers, foster the local history, 
only, who diligently read it, and 


; and be the living centre of those 
obey its teachings. A.B. K. | interests which are patriotic and 


educational, Then look at that side, 
which was hinted at a few moments 
ago, the strength which such a man’s 
presence gives to law and order ; the 
rebuke which his very life is con- 
stantly yiving to profanity, and 
brawling, and drunkenness, and im- 
parity! Think how such a man 
naturally fosters quiet, the care of 
roads, the keeping up of neatness 
and beauty in buildinys, the general 
good husbandry of the town, And 
if, as is often the case, he be fond of 
tilling the ground, what an aid his 


THE FAMILY BIBLE OF THE OLDEN 
TIME, 


Ty 
W e confess that wecherish a hearty | 
pretereace for the * Family Bible of | 
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THE SOUL’S TRUE SUN, 


Were the sun to be blotted out of 
the heavens, every leaf and flower 
would wither, and life would cease, 
Without sunshine earth would be a 
desert. 

Jehovah is the Sun of the soul. 
Without His beams all is not merely 
darkness, bat death. His love is the 
sunshine that gladdens and revives us, 
Where that love is shed down, all is 


knowledge of books can be to him in 
receiving the best ideas of the age, 
and in giving bints as to improved 
varieties of fruits and grains, Noue 
quicker than he to seise the recorded 
experiences of able cultivators, and 
to bring them -into immediate use. 
And these advantages all aside of 
the immediate eork of his life, the 
bringing of the Gospel tu bear opon 
the lives of men.-- Hartford Courant. 


THE ILLS AND TRIALS OF 
POVERTY. 


Poverty is a great curse, despite 
of all the fine sentiment we hear 
about it from people in warm homes, 
who are well fed, and have good 
clothes on their backs. It embitters 
manhood; it saturates woman’s heart 
with gall. It begets envy and fret- 
fulness with one’s lot; it makes men 
rol! fiery eyes and utter hard speeches 
on the good of others, only because 
itis uot their own. It furrows the 
face of beauty with crows’ feet, or 
unsoftened lines of care. It makes 
its victims hard-hearted, hard-faced, 
aud quarrelsome in speech and con- 
duct. It robs the heart of all re- 
fining influences, by taking away all 
means of culture. It puts intellect 
and taste on the treadmill in quest 
tor bread. It makes the soul go on 
all-fours to furoish food to the body. 
It chains a wan’s nobility to his 
stomach, which goads him to des- 
peration by its unappeased cravings. 
And through all this, man sinks at 
best to the level of a rational brute. 

We believe that it was a bitter 
trial to Jesus, who had to endure it 
but temporarily, not because His soul 
did not shudder at it, but because it 
was one among the many wretched 
conditions surrounding His mortal 
existence; aud He bore it merely to 
show that if it could not be enjoyed, 
it could be borne with patience, and 
it behouved Him, the Captain of our 
salvation, to be perfect through suf- 
ferings. No sadder exclamation ever 
dropped from His lips, drawn by His 
necessities, as if from an almost in- 
tolerable sense of dejection and de- 
basement, “The birds of the air have 
nests (perches), aud the foxes have 
boles, but the Son of man hath not 
where tu lay his head.” It was a 
bitter necessity that drew such a 
confession, and it needed all His di- 
vine meekness and patience to bear it. 
There is a heartless affectation in the 
way many people talk about this 
thing. It is neither honest, intelli- 
gent, nor heartful. Poverty is of 
itself a curse. It is true that divine 
grace can extract some good even out 
of curses, but the curses are not the 
blessing, but the grace. 

Poverty is often more the mother 
of temptation than wealth. It is 
often a teacher of lies, and of the cun- 
ning and abandonment of theft. It 
sends men often to the bottle, in the 
vain hope of finding in its fiery con- 
tents that unconsciousness which is 
a wretched substitute for the griping 
of want. 

Adversity will toughen the fibres 
of endurauce, and bring a kind of 
grim patience. It will make our 
wills more determined and imperi- 
ous, but it takes great grace to get 
out of it any thing amiable, tender, 
loving, and happy. The soul is not 
tortured into goodness. The frozen, 
ungenial earth, soon to be the sepul- 
chre of earth’s life and beauties, is 
not melted into drops, or its frozen 
hands so relaxed as to let go sum- 
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winds, or the descent of stinging 
sleet, or the hoary breath of mid- 
night frosts. No, no. It is the 
stalling face of the returning sun that 
does this. It is the kindly kisses of 
the south wind, and the sunny tear- 
drops of April clouds which make 
the earth repent of its coldness, aud 
send its heartless ice away, Jeapiog 
down the rivulets, to hide in the 
ocean, or to obey the sun’s commands 
to the slumbering furms of beauty 
and fragrance, Loore them, aud let 
them go. 

Then, bretbren, give up romancing 
about the blessings of poverty. ‘This 
is as vain as to put life in a corpse 
by putting a wreath of flowers on its 
frozen head. Set yourselves to work 
with a will to relieve it. This is the 
way to let Christ live in you, by let- 
ting His love shine through you. 
Every church ought to begin Dorcas 
work. Every family ought to begin 
economy for the needy during the 
coming moath of this awful winter. 
Economy to the rich, for Christ’s 
cuke, is a8 great a virtue aS poverty 
unrelieved is a curse to the poor. 
What a grand opportunity distress 
affords to the growth of Jove in your 
souls, aud what a school for pity in 
the hearts of your children !—The 
Presbyterian. 
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PIETY AT HOME, 


True piety begins inwardly, and 
outwardly. It begins in the heart, 
and works the reformation of the 
inner, and then the outward conduct. 
{t begius with Jove in the soul, and 
then takes in relatives and friends, 
then neighbors, the community, the 
country, aud finally the whole human 
race. ‘The best Christians may have 
failings at home, but for these he is 
sorry, and labors hard to overcome 
sins that easily beset. 

One should be deeply pious at 
home, because there is where he is 
the most part of the time. If he is 
religious only when abroad, he is 
religious—if it can be said he is at 
ail—but a very little of his time. 

One who shows 8 seeming interest 
in religion only when in public, and _ 
not at home, imposes on those not 
acquainted with his daily life, in that 
they take him for a warmly devoted . 
Christian, when in reality that is not 
the case, the principles of Chris- 
tianity not being carried out at home, 
where they are most needed. 

It is at home where the main 
warfare with sin is to be carried on, 
and the victory over Satan gained. 
There the ills of life are mostly met ; 
there temptations assail the most 
fiercely ; and there the provocations 
to impatience, anger, and hasty con- 
versation are found. So that at 
howe grace must triumph, religion 
abound, and sin be overcome, or it 
will not be so anywhere. 

To be useful to others we must be 
decidedly religious at home. If so 
in appearance abroad and at home, 
the real character will at length, in 
most cases be found out, and confi- 
dence in what is said, though it may 
be the truth, will be lost, and the 
earnest words be of no effect. It 
will be felt that such speak the truth, 
but do not live it. 

Religion which manifests itself 
mostly in public, and not in the 
home circle is not genuine, but is a 
counterfeit ; and the one who has it 
may at last be weighed in the bal- 
ance and be found wanting. Let us 
ull examine ourselves, be Christians 
at home, where our influence on 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER, 


children and others of the family 
cirele will be most powerfully felt, 
and then it will be religious abroad, 
—Old School Presbyterian. 
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WHICH WAY SHOULD ACHILD GO? 


allowed it to disobey, that the habit 
of disregarding law has become so 
strong as to cause the child to look 
with indifference upon all Jaw, and 
therefore to continue in the way to 
hell, 

The future of the child depends, 
in a great measure upon the parent. 
The child’s happiness depends upon 
its subjection to authority, and it 
should, therefore, be started and 
trained in that way. 

Let the important truths of the 
Bible be made clear to them as scon 
as they can understand ; and, also, 
their personal interests in these 
truths. Let parents do this and 
form in their children habits of obe- 
dienee, and live right themselves, 
and they may expect to meet their 
children in heaven. 

Received truth is power of God 
unto salvation ; yet these habits of 
early life have a tendency to aid or 
to hinder the reception and holding 
of the truth.—St. Louis Christian 
Advocate. 


That depends upon which way 
you want it to go. That it cannot 
stay here is certain. Go it must. 
It cannot go back whence it came; 
it now is and will ever be. Then, 
as it cannot stay here, where can it 
go? Without revelation from God, 
no living man would know of an 
existence, or a place beyond the 
grave; but by its light we see our 
Father’s house in which is prepared 
a place for every man, woman, aud 
child that was, is, or shall be. By 
that light we see, also, the place pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. 
To one of these the child must go. 
Hell was not prepared for man, but 
for devils. ‘ Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” —Hell, 
therefore, is not the proper place for 
a child. Heaven is its place, and 
the way to heaven is the way a child 
should go. 

There is but one way to heaven, 
and one way to hell—the way of 
obedience and the way of disobe- 
dience. 

Much depends upon the child be- 
ing taught to obey. Iu the school- 
room an. obedient pupil is a benefit 
to the school, but a disobedient one 
is a nuisance; in a civil government 
the law-abiding man is an honor to 
his country, while the law-breaker is 
a disgrace to any community; and 
our eternal happiuess depends upon 
our regard for the laws of God. 

Upon the parent falls the respon- 
sibility of starting the child in the 
way it should go—the way of obe- 
dience. Gud requires the child to 
obey the parent; it is, therefore, the every observer, is largely made up 
duty of the parent to command. In of what is best understood by the 
the early life of a child we can dis-]+erm geandal. It would be difficult 
cover in which way it is started. |io find a talkative group of either 
If the parent is firm and requires | sex, who could spend an hour to- 
obedience to his or her commands, gether without evil speech of some- 
then the child is started in the way body. “Blessed are the peace- 
to heaven ; but if the child is allowed | jnakers” is not the maxim by which 
to disregard those commands it i8{ we are chiefly governed in our treat- 
started io the way to hell. - Many | ment of personalities. Better a thou- 
parents command enough, but they! cand times stand or sit dumb then to 
do not enforce their commands, and open our lips ever so eloquently in 
thereby teach their chiidren to dis-j the disparagement of. others, What 
regard law. This thongh it is true: we should do in this as in all other 
of other authoritiee—Church and; human relations, is to practice the 
State authorities nullify their own | golden ST lene Two sdos uutonothers 
laws by failing to enforce them. ‘as we would that others should do 

‘J think it well that there be some} unto us, we shall be exceedingly 
things a child must do, and some it | careful not to volunteer ill words 
must not do; then other things which about them. Where other than a 
you leave entirely to the option of the good word is to be spoken, let it be 
child, though you may have a de-|<yoken to a person concerned, that 
cided preference. When it does 2c- | he may kaow your motive is not idle, 
cording to your preferenco, let the cowardly and sinister, and that he 
child know you are pleased, but| may havea chance to defend him- 
when contrary thereto, don’t punish, } ..if 
don’t scold, but kindly manifest your | - 
regret, and try to reason it into your 
way of thinking. Let your com- 
mands be few, but well enforced. 
This plan, I think, is in harmony 
with the government of the most 
high God. 

A child started and trained twenty- 
one years in this way will not likely 
depart from it. The habit of obe- 
dience will help it to walk in the 
way to heaven. But let the parent 
start the child in the way of disobe- 
dience and train it twenty-one yeara 
in that way, then it will be found 
difficult for that child to depart from 
the way in which it was started and 
trained. The parent has so long 
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GUARD YOUR CONVERSATION, 


If you say anything about a neigh- 
bor or friend, or even a stranger, say 
nothing ill. It is a Christian and 
brotherly charity to suppress know- 
ledge of evil of one another, unless 
our bigher public duty compels us to 
bear accusing witness; and if it be 
true charity to keep our knowledge 
of such evils to ourselves, much more 
should we refuse to spread evil report 
of another. Discreditable as the fact 
is, it isby far the commonest tendency 
to suppress the good we know of our 
neighbors and frieuds. We act in 
this manner as though we felt that 
by pushisg our fellows up or for- 
ward, we are jealous of commenda- 
tion unless we get the larger share. 

Sucial conversation, as known to 


et 


CHRIST, NOT FAITH, THE SA- 
VIO 


In saving faith, the object—the 
Lord Jesus—is everything. I be- 
lieve that nearly one-half the diffi- 
culties of incipient and of hazy Chris- 
tians is found just here. They do 
not see clearly that the right object 
makes the right. faith—the Saviour 
the saving faith, You ask a neigh- 
bor if he has a “good hope through 
grace,” and likely he is silent or says 
no. You ask him further if he is 
trusting in Jesus and His word, and 
he says yes. If he believes that He 
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peace | 
further question: 


enough, not perfect enough.” 


faith to save them, or at least con- 
tribute something to their salvation. 
If their faith were better and stronger, 
then they would be safe and at peace, 
that is, they are trusting for salva- 
tion rather to the excellence of their 


faith than solely to the excellence of 


Jesus. But this is pure self-right- 
eousness, and they might as well 
trust to their feelings or to their 
works. Our faith is just as imper- 
fect as everything else about us, and 
needs to be sprinkled with the blood 
just like everything else. The ques- 
tion should be—not, Is my faith 
strong enough ?—but, Is it clearly 
and only directed to Jesus? If so, 
then it is the right faith, however 
feeble it may be. It is saving faith ; 
for it is not the excellence of our 
faith that saves us, but the excellence 
of Jesus; not the strength of our 
faith, but the strength of Jesus ; not 
the perfection of our faith, but the 
perfection of Jesus. You should de- 
termine, then, never to moot the 
self-righteous question at all about 
strong or weak faith, but just look 
straight at Jesus, and looking to Him 
you are safe, because He saves you. 
Look at the texts again, and you will 
see that Jesus, the object, is every- 
thing. 
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FLIGHT TO CITY OF REFUGE. 


Among the many merciful provi- 
sions of the laws given by God 
through Moses to the Israelites, one 
of the most interesting is that of 
“cities of refuge.’”’ According to the 
custom of the East—a custom still 
observed—the nearest of kin to one 
slain, even by accident, might slay 
the murderer. To remedy this cus- 
tom, six cities of refuge were set 
apart. If one had unintentionally 
killed ‘his neighbor, he could flee into 
either of these cities and be safe from 
the avenger of blood. The cities 
chosen were three on each side of the 
Jordan, and so situated, that some 
one of them would be accessible in a 
short time from any part of the land. 
The roads leading to these cities 
were to be kept in good repair, and 
pillars were erected to guide the 
fugitive ia his flight. Everything 
was so arranged as to facilitate his 
means of safety. Yet, that these re- 
fuges might not become a cover for 
crime, if the manslayer was proved 
to be a guilty murderer, he was 
given to the avenger of blood, to be 
put to death. 

The institution of these refuges 
may well illustrate the eager haste 
with which the condemned sinner 
should fly for merey to Christ his 
only hope. Yet the city of refuge 
can not be considered a perfect type 
of the refuge of sinners flying from 
the demands of a holy law. In the 
city of refuge he only was safe who 
was innocent. Christ is a safe hiding- 
place for the guiltiest soul. Reader, 
have you found your true refuge ia 
Him? 

—_—_———?> <> 

When pride cometh, then cometh 

shame; but with the lowly is wisdom. 


will save all who put their faith in 
Him, and again he says yes. He is 
trusting in Him, it seems, aud yet 
he can not say he has a clear hope or 
Suppose you now put the 
Why have you 
not such hope or peace? then the 
answer is, ‘Oh, my faith is so weak ; 
it is not strong enough, not good 
And 
there is just the point. Such people 
are looking for the excellence of their 


I did her good.” 


All men’s book! 
oldest statement of the never ending 
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“TRUE SYMPATHY, 


A poor widow, the mother of two 
children, used to call on them at the 
close of each day to tell her the good 
they had done. One night the oldest 
hesitated in her reply to her mother’s 
question, “ What kindness have you 
shown? ” “I don’t know, mother.” 
The mother, touched with the tone 
of her answer, resolved to unravel 
the mystery ; and the little girl went 
on to say : , 

“ Going to school this morning, I 
found Annie G., who had been ab- 
sent some days, crying very hard. I 
asked her mother what made her cry 
so, which made her cry more, so that 
I could not help leaning my head 
on her neck and crying too. Then 
her sobs grew less and less, till she 
told me of ber little baby brother, 
whom she had nursed so long and 
loved so much, how he had sickened, 
grown pale and thin, writhing with 
pain until he died; and then they 
put him from her forever. 

“Mother, she told me this; and 
then she hid her face in her book, 
and cried as if her heart would break. 
Mother, I could not help putting my 
face on the other page of the book 
and crying too, as hard as she did. 
After we had cried together a long 
time, she hugged me and kissed me, 
telling me I had doneher good. Mo- 


ther, I don’t know how I did ber 
good, for I only cried with her. This 


is all I can tell, for I can’t tell how 


ome 


THE BOOK OF BOOKS. 


HOMAGE TO IT FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE GOOD 


AND THE GREAT. 


The first President Adams. I have 


examined all, as well as my narrow 
sphere, my straitened means and my 


busy life would allow me; and the 
result is, that the Bible is the best 
book in the world. It contains more 
of my little philosophy than all the 
libraries I have seen; and euch parts 
of it as I cannot reconcile to my lit- 
tle philosophy, I postpone for the 
future investigations. 


The second President Adams. 1 


speak as a man of the world to men 
of the world; and I say to you, 
Search the Scriptures ! 
the book of all others to be read at 
all ages, and in all conditions of 
human life; not to be read once or 
twice or thrice through, and then 
laid aside, but to be read in small 
portions of one or two chapters 
every day, and never to be inter- 
mitted, unless by some overruling 
nevessity. 


The Bible is 


Sir Matthew Hale. Itis a book 


full of light and wisdom, will make 
you wise to eternal life, and furnish 
you with directions and principles te 
guide and order your life safely and 
prudently. There is no book like the 
Bible for excellent learning, wisdom 
and use. 


Gregory the Great. A stream where 


alike the elephant may swim and the 
lamb may wade. 


Thomas Carlyle. A noble book! 


It is our first, 


problem—man’s destiny, and God's 
ways with him here on earth; and 
all in such free-flowing outlines, erand 
in its sincerity, in its simplicity, in 
its epic melody and repose of reeon- 
cilement. 

John Milton. God has ordered 
His gospel to be the revelation of His 
power aod wisdom in Christ Jesus. 


Let others, therefore, dread and shun 
the Scriptures for their darkness, I 
shall wish I may deserve to be reck- 
oned among those who admire and 
dwell upon them for their clearness. 
There are no songs comparable to 
the songs of Zion, no orations equal 
to those of the prophets, and no poli- 
tics like those which the Scriptures 
teach. 

Queen Victoria. This is the secret 

of England’s greatness. 
_ The Chevalier Bunsen. The Bible 
is the only cement of nations, and the 
only cement that can bind religious 
hearts together. ; 

William H. Seward. The whole 
hope of human progress is suspended 
on the ever-growing influence of the 
Bible. 

John McLean. If its rules were 
faithfully observed by individuals 
and communities, the highest de- 
gree of earthly bappiness would be 
attained. 

Daniel Webster. I have read it 
through many times; I now make a 
practice of going through it once a 


year. It is the book of all others for 
lawyers, as well as divines; and I 


pity the man who cannot find in it 
a rich supply of thought, and rules 
for conduct. 

Coleridge. I know the Bible is in- 
spired, because it finds me at greater 
depths of my being than any other 
book. 
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PRECIOUS STONES. 


An interesting paper on the sub- 
ject of precious stones appears in a 
recent number of the “ St. Petersburg 
Gazette.” M. Gilson, the author, 
has just completed a journey round 
the world, undertaken for the ex- 
press purpose of making inquiries in- 
to this branch of trade. From his 
researches it appears that, owing 
principally to the plentiful supply 
from the South Africa fields, dia- 
monds are ata lower price than they 
have been for ten years past. Pearls 
and emeralds, onthe other hand, are 
at a premium. At New York an 
opal about the size of a moderately- 
sized olive would fetch, at the present 
time, about 1,200 roubles, a sap- 
phire of the same size would be worth 
1,800, anemerald 10,000, a diamond 
18,000, and a ruby 50,000. 

In Europe theee prices would vary 
somewhat, opals and sapphires fetch- 
ing more and emeralds. less. Pearls 
are now brought from Central 
America, California, and the Persian 
Gulf, but they none of them rival 
those of the East Indies. The dia- 
monds annually imported from South 
America into America are worth 
about seven million roubles, and the 
importation into Europe averages 
about the same. Many of them are 
of good size, and uearly all without 
exception of a yellowish tinge, the 
consequence being, that diamonds of 
similar color have actually gone down 
seventy-five per cent. in the market. 

Diamonds, indeed, would have 
fallen lower in value had it not been 
that the realization of enormous for- 
tunes in America through petroleum 
and military contracts created an ex- 
cessive demand. A similar deprecia- 
tion in the price of diamonds was oc- 
casioned at the time of the discovery 
of the Brazilian diamond mines, Gol- 
conda having previously supplied 
the market. But the stones soon re- 
gained their original value, and it 
may be confidently expected, that the 
effect of the African diggings will be 
also merely temporary. 

A rouble is about half-a-dollar. 


MODERN SILVER WARE. 


It was but little before the Amer- 
ican Revolution, (about 1760) that 
silver table-spoons began to exclude 
those of wood, horn, and pewter, 
from the tables of the quality of 
Kngland, and even tea-spoous of 
silver are said to bave been rare be- 
fore the time of Queen Anne (1691 
to 1713). To this day, if I am 
rightly informed, no spoons of solid 
silver, large or small, much less sil- 
ver forks, are to be found in common 
use among the “ plain people” (with 
rare exceptions) of any European 
country. In the United States, on 
the contrary, it is unnecessary to in- 
form the American readers of 
“ Scribner,” that, as a rule, the 
farmer is but thriftless, and the 
mechanic but a journeyman, whose 


| spoons and perhaps forks are not of 


solid silver. The journeyman fur- 
nishes his table with plated articles of 
this class, or at worst britannia, and 
only the rude day-laborer contents 
himself with tinned or pewter ware. 
Plated tea-services, castors, salvers, 
pitchers, ladles, cake and fruit-bas- 
kets, etc., are too common to be no- 
ticed, unless wanting, on the tables 
of those in easy circumstances, and 
it is no rare distinction if they are of 
solid silver. In fact for bridal gifts 
nothing less than solid silver is 
thought respectable, and in this way, 
so universai has the custom of bridal 
gifts become, hardly any comforta- 
ble young couple now begin house. 
keeping without a fair show of genu- 
ine table silver, as far at least as 
spoons, forks, butter, fruit, pie aod 
fish-knives, napkin-rings, and such 
trifles. 

The beauty of the ordinary Atmer- 
ican table, with its snowy damask, 
and china, sparkling cut-glass, and 
lustrous utensils of silver, ali dis- 
posed in the tasteful symmetry na-_ 
tive to the American housewife, is 2 
power, and one that goes too near 
the springs of moral as well as cs- 
thetic culture to be lightly esteemed 
by the most curious observer. The 
development of this crowning syim- 
bol of domestic refinement is worthy 
of our attention. A critical journal 
has remarked, that an American 
lady’s idea of a dinner is a hand- 
some service of silver and china, 
with two or three vases of choice 
hot-house flowers. I suppose it was 
a typical American lady, among the 
‘plain people,” too, who stated to 
me the elements of a meal as she 
understood it, in the following series ; 
First, order (including elegance and 
good attendance); second, intellec- 
tual conversation ; and lastly, some- 
thing to eat. 

Plated ware originated in England 
about the middle of the last century, 
the first application having been 
made to small articles in 1742, by 
Thomas Bolsover, a Sheffield me- 
chanic. The new elegance brought 
within the means and supposed pro- 
prieties of the middle class, took the 
name of “Sheffield Piate,” not from 
the process of plating, but from the 
silver ware of which it was an imi- 
tation, Plate, in this sense, is not 
our Saxon word cognate with flat, 
but was borrowed from the Spanish 
plata (silver), and applied to all 
utensils made of the precious metals, 
in whatever form. 

To our elderly readers, “ Sheffield 
Plate” will still have a familiar 
sound, for under this name the 
beauty of silver ware was first popu- 
larized in America, and to a far 
greater extent than even in Eng- 
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land. Probably the Sheffield and 
Birmingham manufacturers of plated 
ware at one period exported more 
goods to this country than they sold 
at home. 

A further and greater advance 
was made in 1838, by the invention 
of electro-plating, or rather the 
practical application of the method 
which had been known, but strangely 
neglected, for thirty years. At one 
stroke plating was greatly reduced 
in cost, its applications indefinitely 
extended, and its effects incompara- 
bly improved. Everybody in Amer- 
ica is now familiar with the ordinary 
wares of our numerous electro-plat- 
ing companies, and there is hardly a 
cottage worth two hundred dollars in 
the country where such wares dre 
not found ; although the rich plating 
of the Elkintons in England, and the 
Gorhams in America, is too high in 
first cost for the strictly popular de- 
mand, 

Within half a century the busi- 
ness of the American silversmith 
was mostly confined to muking 
spoons to order for the jewelers, who 
rarely purchased more thau one or 
two duzen at a time, for particular 
orders. About 1825 it was noticed, 
that the silversmiths began to ven- 
ture into the manufacture of light 
spoons for general sale through a class 
of cheap jewelry peddlers, who are 
still well remembered by the natives 
of the New England States of that 
period. The Providence manufac- 
ture had begun to be extended and 
brought into national relations by 
the enterprise of a young goldsmith 
named Jabez Gorham, who adapted 
his work to the general requirements 
of the trade, and made his way with 
itin the Boston market by under- 
selling and outpushing the unmer- 
cantile mechanics of his craft. The 
droll account the old gentleman, who 
died abouts five months ago, used 
to give of his semi-annual market- 
ing in Boston, is more expressive 
than a general description could be, 
of the very modest status of the now 
imposing silver trade of our chief 
cities :——-how the Boston jewelers as- 
sembled at his lodgings, pursuant to 
notice, that they might all be admit- 
ted at the same moment, without 
partiality, to view and divide the 
little truankful of new jewelry spread 
out upon his bed !—From the © Sil- 
ver Age,” by Wm. (. Conant ; Serib- 
ner’s for December. 
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MAMMOTH CAVE.—A SCENE IN 
THE STAR CHAMBER, 


The “ Ball-Room” is a mighty 
chamber, admirably fitted for the 
dance, with even a rocky gallery, in 
which an orchestra has, from time to 
time, heen placed, when gay parties 
from Louisville and other neighbor- 
ing cities have engaged in festivities 
with music and torches. A short 
distance beyond looms up a huge 
mass of rock known as the Giant’s 
Coffin. Passing the deserted cham- 
ber, the ‘“ Wooden Bowl Cave,” 
where oxide of iron and lime are 
sprinkled on the floor, and crossing 
the “Bridge of Sighs,” we came at 
last to the “Star Chamber.”’ 

Here our guide had prepared a 
genuine surprise for us. Mysteri- 
ously commanding us to be seated in 
a dark corner, he suddenly seized the 
lights, and saying that he would 
return to find us on the morrow, 
withdrew. We heard his sonorous 
voice echoing along the galleries as 
he hurried back over the pathway, 

‘ 
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what was the object of this sudden 
manoouver, we saw above us twinkling 
stars, and seemed to catch a glimpse 
of the blue sky from which we had 
thought ourselves shut out by the 
solid rock. Indeed, so strange was 
the illusion, that we fancied we could 
feel the fresh air blowing upon us, 
aud, for a few thoments, imagined 
that the guide had conveyed us by 
some roundabout way to the month 
of the cave, and then had hastily 
left ue, that he might enjoy our sur- 
prise. But presently we heard his 
voice, confessing the cheat which he 
had practiced upon us. The dark 
ceiling of the Star Chamber is cov- 
ered with a myriad of sparkling incrus- 
tations which resemble the stars, and 
the artful guide, by a careful display 
of his lamps and the use of Bengal 
lights, had produced a magical effect. 
The ceiling, which was not more than 
forty feet from our heads, had seemed 
remote as the heavens. It was like 
the early dawn, when the stars seem 
no longer to belong in the sky, and 
when they are gradually fading 
away. The guide, in the distance, 
imitating to perfection the crowing 
of the morning cock, and tuen burst 
into loud laughter as, removing the 
lamps, he took away with them the 
deceit, and returned to us.—Hdward 
King ; Scribner’s for December. 
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CAST IN THE MOULD. 


Boys, have you ever seen the pro- 
cess of casting iron ? 

It is a curious spectacle to view 
the melted metal being poured into 
the mould, whose shape it takes as 
easily as though it were as much 
blane mange. But when the casting 
is completed and the iron has grown 
cold and hard, how idle would be the 
attempt to bend it into any other 
form without breaking it to pieces. 
Now, let us see how this applies to 
something else. 

Shakespeare has described a young 
prince who was very much addicted 
to low company and amusements, so 
that his conduct was a constant source 
of shame and sorrow to his father; 
but who, when he was crowned king, 
suddenly reformed, and became a 
pattern of prudence, uprightness and 
genuine dignity. ak ab of 
course, was astonished by this change, 
aud delighted also, so that it was 
considered to add new glory to all 
the heroic actions of Henry the Fifth 
during his sbort but prosperous 
reign. But what would be the result 
of adopting this as an example to be 
followed ? 

When George the Fourth of 
HWngland was a young prince, he re- 
solved to follow the example of 
Henry the Fifth, and to be as frivo- 
lous in his youth as possible, so that 
his subsequent glories might burst 
upon the astonished world like the 
sun suddenly emerging from beneath 
acloud. The first part of this plan 
was fully carried out. There was 
not a young man in England who 
spent his time more foolishly, more 
unprofitably or more wickedly than 
did the heir to the British throne. 
At length his father died and the 
crown was placed on the head of 
George the Fourth. Now was his 
time to reform and appear before the 
world in an entirely new character— 
a change which might have appeared 
easier from the fact that he bad 
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already passed the giddy years of 
youth and reached an age when peo- 
ple become sober and sensible, if they 
are ever to beso. But George the 
Fourth did not reform, nor even 
make any attempt to do it. The 
metal was hardened and the mould- 
ing was done. He lived on toan old 
age, and to his dgath-hour, a selfish, 
worthless profligate—a disgrace to 
himself, to his country and to human 
nature. 

And this may be always expected 
as the most natural result, since, 
as our pastor once observed, “ For 
one penitent Manasseh, there are 
handreds of hardened Jehoiakims.” 
The iron that has been cast in the 
foundry may, it is true, be re-melted 
and cast*again. And the iron heart 
of the sinner, cold and hard as it is, 
may also be melted and moulded 
into another form. But it is not in 
any human being’s power to do this. 
[t is a Saviour’s love that must soften 
that heart—a Saviour’s power that 
must form it anew.—Christian Intel- 
ligeneer. 
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FRIEND OR FOE, 


“ What a kind friend fire is!” said 
a little boy one winter evening. 
“Fire warms us and makes our 
rooms look bright and cheerful, and 
we can take a piece of fire and put 
it in a lamp, and it gives os light to 
read, or work, or play.”’ 7 

“Yes,” said his father, “and fire 
helps us in other ways also. With- 
out fire we could not have the poker 
with which mamma ie stirring the 
fire, or the steel pen with which I 
am writing, or the glass globe of the 
lamp that gives us light. Fire is a 
good friend as long as you behave 
wisely to it, but if you behave un- 
wisely to it, it is not your friend. 
You must never play with fire, 


or throw pieces of paper in the 
fire.” 


“ Why not?” asked the little 
boy. 

“T cannot explain that now,” said 
the father, “for I am very busy; but 
mind you doas I say, and never play 
with fire.” 

That same evening the foolish 
little boy, when his father and mother 
were gone out of the room, said: “I 
should like to have one little game 
with my friend, Mr. Fire, just to 
know what harm there is in it.” So 
he began to throw pieces of paper 
into the grate, watching how they 
caught fire and flew up the chimney. 
It was great fun for some time; but 
at last one of the burning pieces of 
paper fell out into the room on the 
carpet. The little boy put hia foot 
on it to stamp it out; but the flame 
caught his dress, and in a moment he 
was on fire all over. He shrieked 
aloud for help, and fortunately his 
father came in just in time to pre- 
vent his being killed. But all his 
body was scorched, and he was in 
very great pain, and had to lie in 
bed for weeks before he could get 
well. 

God gives us many blessings as 
well as fire. He gives us food, 
drink, clothes, strength, cleverness, 
They are His Rute. But if we mis- 
use them, we change God’s blessings 
into curses. If you eat or drink too 
much, you make yourselves ill; if 
you are proud of your pretty clothes, 
you become vain like a peacock ; if 
you think too much of the strength 
of your body, and of games, you be- 
come stupid; if you think too much 
o. your cleverners, )ou will soon be 
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beaten by other boys that are not so 
clever as you. Remember that. all 
good things are gifts from God. 
Then you will be sure to use them 
rightly. Butif you use them wrongly, 
they will harm you as the fire harmed 
the little boy. 

Now Tam going to say a terrible 
thing. Even the good Jesus may 
horm us, if we behave badly to Him. 
If we read about Him and will not 
think about Him, we shall become 
worse instead of better. If we read 
about Him, and think about Him, 
and do not try to imitate Him, we 
shall become very much worse. If 
we read how He was kind, and loved 
us and died for us, and if, neverthe- 
less, we do not love Him, our hearts 
will become cruel and hard, harder 
than they were before we ever heard 
of Jesus. If we do not like Jesus, 
we shall be uneasy whenever we think 
of Him; we shall be afraid of Him; 
and we shall want Him not to be our 
friend, but to let us alone. 

Jesus will not Jet us alone. He 
is a Light, but He is also a Fire. It 
we behave badly to Him, He will 
make us uneasy and miserable. He 
will try to burn out of us all that is 
bad. It is good for us to be nisera- 
ble when we are behaving badly. 
Then perhaps we shall be taught to 
leave off being bad.—From Parables 
for Children. 
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STORY OF A JACKDAW, 


I am going to tell you a true story 
of a jackdaw. He belongs to a lit- 
tle girl called Ellen, who lives in a 

leasant country-house near here. 
hen quite young, Jack was sold 
in the market to a lady, who made 
a great pet of him. But one sad 
day he killed the canary, and it was 
decided that he should be sent away. 

A friend of Ellen’s, who had 
heard of this, begged for the bird to 
give to her; and putting him in a 
basket, she took him to the Mount, 
where Ellen lived, and Jack was put 
to live in the garden. 

At first he moped a good deal ; 
then he began to make odd _ noises, 
almost like the mewing of a cat; 
and after a little while he whistled, 
which he can do very sweetly. And 
so Jack became quite at home. But 
I am sorry to say he is very ill-tem- 
pered, and whenever any one vexes 
him he always tells them to “Go 
away !” and sometimes screams 
“Go!” at them. 

One day a gentleman was spend- 
ing the evening at the Mount; he 
was taken into the garden to see the 
daw. Jack saw at once that he was 
a stranger, and came to give him 
battle, and in very clear English bid 
him “Go away!” It was the first 
time they had heard him speak. 
He generally goes to meet visitors, 
and to tell them to “Go away!” 

Jack sleeps in the fow]-honse, and 
comes every night to be put to bed, 
and every morning he comes up to 
Ellen’s window for his breakfast ; 
he is very fond of bread and butter, 
and jam, and he knows quite well 
the drawer where biscuits are kept. 

Sometimes he will peck savagely. 
He is not a thief; but if be can get 
hold of books be will tear them, 
which he much enjoys. 

He used to hop ‘into the room 
where Hllen’s eldest sister sat, and 
see her writing at the desk. One 
day when she was from home Ellen 
was sitting there, when in popped 
Master Jack, nipped the pen out of 


(her fingers, and bid her “Go away!” 


He had often been in that room 
and seen Ellen’s sister busy writing, 
and her papers lying ahout; and 
they could not help thinking that in 
his own way he knew it was her 
room and her writing-table, and 
thought no one else had a right to 
use it. 

After Jack changed his feathers 
Ellen did not like his wings to be 
ent, so he soared about everywhere, 
like a true bird of the air. He 
would fly after Ellen and her sisters 
to chureb, and one Sunday they 
heard, on the threshold of the open 
door, “Jack!” said in a deep voice. 
The school-mistress shut the door, 
and then Jack flew up to the window 
near their pew, where he stayed till 
the service was over. 

One evening he was missing at 
bed-time; there were great searches 
made, and the policeman was told ; 
but they could hear nothing of bim, 
and Ellen was in sad trouble. 

However, after a few days they 
heard be was in the Moss, a place 
about 4 mile off. So Frances, Ellen's 
elder sister, took basket in band and 
set off, accompanied by Ellen, deter- 
mined to find him. They questioned 
all the girls and boys they met, and 
at last they were told by a little boy, 
that another boy had taken him, and 
that he would show them where be 
was. 

So on they went, followed by a 
crowd of little boys, till they came 
to an empty cottage. ‘ He’s in 
there,” said the boy who had been 
their guide; and in they went, and 
there they found poor Jack, who 
seemed to know them at once, and 
came to their feet. 

So home he was brought in great 
triumph, but so much thinner than 
when he went away Ellen almost 
doubted if it were her own dear 
Jack, till one of the maids poked at 
him with her finger, when he at once 
bid ber “Go away!” The first 
thing he did was to wash himself, 
for he is @ very clean bird. 

The boy who bad taken him had cut 
his wing; so now he ean not fly far, 
and staye at home. Ellen thinks be 
is a much happier bird than he used 
to be. 

I have not yet seen Jack, but I 
hope some day to pay him a visit, 
when he will probably tell me, as be 
does all other visitors, to “ Goaway !” 
—Children’s Prise. 
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REAPING AND THRESHING 
MACHINES, 


The oldest mowing machines, 
though very rude, were used by the 
Gauls. A cart, having blades in 
front, was pushed forward into the 
grain by oxen hitched behind, and 
thus cut off the heads. A system of 
six rotating scythes was made by 
Joseph in 1699, and an attempt to 
use the same principle was made by 
Fompertz aud Mason, in 1752. In 
1811-1815, Smith of - Deanstone 
brought out a machine in which a 
short vertical revolving cylinder car- 
ried a knife on its lower end, but all 
these rotating machines have proved 
impracticable. Robert Meares, in 
Frome in Somersetshire, established 
in 1800 the shear principle as the 
only practical one. Salwon, in 
Wobura, in 1807, built a machine 
with a row of blades, and fingers 
moving over them, and also applied 
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The Scotch parson, Patrick 
Bell, of Forfarshire, in 1826, and 
Wijliam Manning. of Plainfield, 
New Jersey, in 1832, were the foun- 
ders of the present atyle of machines. 
Manning was the first to attach the 
draught at the side of the machines, 
all others baving been pushed from 
behind. Obed Hassey, of Cincinnati, 
attached the side platform and slit- 
McCormick, then of Rock- 
Va., now of Chicago, in 1835, 
improved the Manning and Hussey 
machine, and the appearance of these 
at the London exposition, in 1851, 
was the signal of their introduction 
into general use. The oldest thresh- 
ing machine (except the antiques) was 
made by Michael Menzies, in 1723, 
or perhaps at the same time by Pull, 
consisting of a rotating cylinder with 

flails. Several others followed shortly, 
aome like a flour mill; and in 1792, 
Willoughby, of Bedford, made one 
like that of Menzies, which Von 
Thaer brought into Germany, and 

which served as a model for the 
Mecklenburg thresher. The machine 
of James Wardropp, of Ampthell, in 

Virginia, is on a similar principle, 
only the beaters are sticks moving 

up and down. Finally, in 1825, 

Andrew Meikie, of Tyningham, East 
Lothian, laid the foundation of the 
present form, by using a dram with 
four beaters parallel to its axis, tbat 
carried the grain between itself and 
a concave, furnished with similar 
rods. An American named Mofft, 
in 1854, substituted spikes for the 
rods, though the Meikie machine 
adheres to the old system. 
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TO KEEP EGGS OVER WINTER. 


The Farmers’ Advocate recently 
offered a prize for the best method of 
keeping eggs over wioter. The 
recipe given below took the prize. 

Whatever excludes the air prevents 
the decay of the egg. What I have 
found to be the most successful method 
of doing so is to place a small quan- 
tity of salt butter in the palm of the 
left hand and turn the egg round in 
it, so that every piece of the shell is 
closed ; then dry a sufficient quantity 
of bran in an oven, be sure and have 
it well dried or it will rust. Then 
pack with the small ends down, a 
layer of bran and another of eggs, 
uatil your box is full; then place it 
in a cool, dry place. If done when 
newly laid, they will retain the sweet 
milk and curd of a new laid egg for 
at least eight or ten months. Any 
oil will do, but salt butter never be- 
comes rancid, and a very small quan- 
tity of butter will do fora er) a 
quantity of eggs. To insure fresh- 
ness, I rub them when gathered in 
from nests; then pack when there is 
a sufficient quantity. 
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AMERICAN WOODLANDS. 


In discussing the distribution of 
American woodlands, Prof. Brewer 
said that though Maine is the great 
source of pine and spruce lumber, the 
hard wood species predominate in 
that State. The wooded area of New 
Kugland is not diminishing, but the 
amount of sawed lumber is lessening 
—an indication that the trees are cut 
younger. In the Middle States the 
wooded area is sensibly and rapidly 
becoming smaller. The New England 
and Middle States furnish hard wood 
trees; in the southeastern States, 
from Virginia to Florida, is a belt of 
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timber which supplies the hard and | 
yellow pine; and the northwestern | 
region contains immense areas of | 
common pine. From the Gulf of) 
Mexico to the Arctic Ocean stretches | 
a treeless area three hundred and | 
fifty miles wide in its narrowest part, | 
and eight hundred and fifty miles | 
wide on our northern boundary. 
West of this region is the narrow 
wooded Rocky Mountain region, and 
west of this is the barren region ol | 
the Great Basin. On the Pacific 
coast are some of the noblest forest 
regions of the world; and official 
Government reports 
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Territory are heavy enough to “ cover 
the entire surface with cord-wood ten 
feet in height.” 
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The followiog suggestions regard- 
ing fattening hogs will tend to facili- 
tate the work: “ Fat is simply car- 
bon, which nature stores in the ani- 
mal system for definite purposes, and 
one of the principal purposes is ani- 
mal heat. The body must be kept 
at a certain temperature, and the 
consumption of carbon is just in pro- 
portion to this demand. If an ani- 
mal be exposed to the cold without 
protection, nature meets the increased 
demand for warmth by drawing on 
the store of fat in tue system. Hence 
I will name, as the first essential in 
fattening, a dry and warm place for 
the stock. The second essential is 
to feed such grain as contains the 
largest amount of fattening material. 
By analysis this is found to be corn. 
It may be fed exclusively, except 
such change as is necessary to keep 
up the appetite. Avoid overfeeding 
at any time, or the digestion may be 
broken down before the animal is 
fattened. Cook the corn. It will 
add about twenty-five per cent. to its 
value. The cobs will more than do 
the cooking if a sorghum-pano be 
used. It may be objected to this 
plan of fattening that it requires too 
much labor, but any who will make 
a judicious trial of it will find that 
he haa saved Jabor, time and money.” 
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Tho REGISTER will pay for itself in a short | 
| time by preventing the loss of books which must neces- 
sarily occur under the old systems, and W1Tu ORDI- | 


have used it. | 


| 
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DIRECTORY 
Of Churches, 
the Reformed Church in Philade. 


ENGLISH CHURCHES. 


Binst Cauron, Race Street, below Fourth, Rey, Kdwin 
HH. Nevin, D. D, Residence, No, 719 Marshall St, 
Cunisr OnvROH, Green Street, bolow Sixteenth. Rev, 
J. Henry Dubbs, Residence, 1727 Mount Vernon Street, 
/ Sv, Joun, Haverford Street below 41st, West Philada, 
| Rey. John G@, Noss, Residence 4042 Havertord Street. 

TRINITY, Seventh St., near Oxford. Rey, D, 8. Klopp. 
Residence, 1541 North Seventh Street. 

HEIDELBERG, 19th Street and Oxford, Kev. William 
©. Hendrickson, Residence, 1810 North Nineteenth 
| Street, 


Institutions, 


GERMAN CHURCHES. 


SaLeM, St. John, below Green Street. 
Wieble. Residence, 404 Fairmount Avenues. 
| SaLum Mission, Jackson Street, Kensington. 

Zion, 6th above Girard Avenue. Rev. Nicholas Gettr. 
| Residence, 1230 North Sixth Street. 

Buratenem, Howard, above Thompseu Street, Rev. 
J.G@. Neuber. Residence, 1804 Howard Street above 
Thompson. 

Misston, Frankford Road and York Streets. 

Sr. StePHEN’s, Corinthian Avenue, uear Girard Col- 
i 

} 

{ 

i 


Rev. J. @. 


lege. Rev, A. Romich, 2322 Parrish Street. 
EMANUEL, Bridesburg, Rev. C. Keller. 
EMANUEL, Rev. J. Dahlman, Jr., Baring Street, corner 


88th, West Phila. Residence, 413 North 38th Street. 


JERUSALEM, Otis Street, Kensington. 


Reformed Church Publication Board, 
No. 9°07 1. ROM STREET. 


Treasurer and Gener Superintendent, 
REV, SAMUEL R. FISHER, D. D. 


Residence, 1614 Wallace Street. 


BUSINESS AGENT. 
| J. David Miller, Kaq., Residence, 1610 Valeria Sireer. 


NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS. 


BEFORMED OHURCH MESSENGER, 
MEROERSBURG REVIEW, 
CHILD'S TREASURY, 
GUARDIAN, 
KIRCHENZEITUNG, 
LAMMERRIRTR, 


EDITORS. 

Rev. 5. R. Fisher, D. D., Kditor “ Reformed UOhurch 
Messenger.” Residence, 1614 Wallace Street. 

“ Kirchenzeitung.” Rev. N. Gehr, 1230 N. Geb Bt. 

Rev. T. G. Apple, D.D., “ Mercersburg Review,” Len- 
caster, Pa 

Rey. B. Bansman, D. D., “ Guardinn,” Reading, Pa. 

Rev. A. OC. Whitmer, “ Child’s Treasury,” Altoona, Px. 

Rev. C. Bank, “ Lammerhirte,” New Brunswick, N. J. 


ORPHANS’ HOMES. 


Bethany Orphans’ Home, 
Womeisdorf, Berks Co., Pa 
Bev. D B. Albright, Superintendent, 
W.. D. Gross, Treasurer, Box 2147, } oiladn. 


St. Paul’s Orphany’ Home 
Butler, Pa. 
Rey. J. B. Thonipson, Superivtendent. 
B. Wolf, Jr., Treasurer, Pittsburg, Pa. 
BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS, 8YNODS OF 
HE UNITED STATES, PITTSBURG, 
AND POTOMAC, 
Rev J. 0. Miller, D. D., President, York, Pa. 
Rev. J. I. Swander, Svcretary, Latrobe, Pa, 
W.H. Seibert, Bsq., Treasurer, Harrisburg, Pa. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
Treasurer, K. PF. Kolker, Nsq., Harrisburg, Pa. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Treasurer, Rev. 8. BR. Fisher, WD. D., %7 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Ps. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


Treasurer, John B. Both, Hsq., Lancaster, Pa. 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL COLLEGE 
Treasurer, Jaeob Bausman, Ksy., Lancaster, Pa. 
SYNOD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN 
THE VU. 8. 


Treasurer, Geo, W. Hensell, Bsq., Quarryville, Lan- 
caster Oo., Pa. 


GENERAL SYNOD. 
froasnrer, W. D. Gross, Hsq., Box 2147, Philadelphia. 
SOCIELY FOR THE RELIEF OF MINISTERS 
AND THEIR WIDOWS. 


Jrensnrer Rey. T. Appel, D. D., Lancaster, Pa, 


We now enter the field for 
the Fall and coming Win- 
ter and are furnishing the 
bost paying and most easily 
worked ageacy imthe werld 
Our agents have always 
been the most successful, 
and we have lately added 
new and «exceedingly tak- 
mug inducements, requiring 


THE BEST 
PAYING 
BUSINESS 


plication for amy ene, young or old, of either sex, to 
make a really firet clase paying business for themselves, 
We have the weeet agents and ae the Jargest business 
in owr line, We give right te exolusive territory, fur- 
nish the beet toola te werk with, give the largest cash 
pey. Boox Aexnrs and all experienced agentes find 
the business we furnish, decidedly the ost praitad/e. 
Everybody can make monoy, Send your name and 
address at once for circulars, terms, ctc, Aennts no 
matter what you are doing g9end to us for particulars, 
Address WATERS & TINKER, Publishers, Chicago, 
Ill. ber. at,'79. iff, A 


Pastors, &o., of 


Sr. Pau, 17th and Fitzwater Sts. Rev. John Rocck, 
} Residence, 742 Park St., Philadelphia. 


\ 


only intelligence and ap- | 


NEW BOOKS, 


The Reformed Church Publication Board have pad- 
lished the ro.lowing New Books for the Sunday-Be oo) 
Library, Viz.: r 


YOUTH IN EARNEST. 


This is the story of a young man of pious heart an¢ 
earnest faith, who lost his life on one of the Westers 

uuboats during the late war. It affords an exemplary 
esson to every Christan tamily. 1t is written in Dr. 
Harbaugh’s interesting style, and is one of the last books 
he wrote, Price 90 cents, 


THE OLD SCHOOL-MASTER, 


Or, “They That Sow in Tears Shall Reap in Joy.” 

A moat interesting book, giving an account of a faith- 
ful Christian Vexcher: who suffered great trials, and at 
last reaped a rich reward for all his toils and sore trials. 
hour illustrations. Price@0 cents. 


FATHER MILLER; 
Or, Lhe Good Lord Still Reigns. Price 75 cents. 


A very interesting story, translated from the German. 
Designed to show that “The Good Lord Still Reigns,” 
and brings forth the judgment of his children clear as 
the sunlight, to the confusion of all enemies and perse- 
cutors. An excellent book for Sunday-Schools.—S. 8. 
Times. 


Of the above two books the Christian Intelligencer says : 
—“ These volumes are really gems. In the geniality of 
their style, and the artless simplicity with which they 
portray real life, they are not surpassed: by the best 
efforts of those who are famed for their skill in catering 
for the young. There will be but one opinion among 
the ‘juveniles’ as to their merit, and, in this instance, 
the opinion is sound.” 


LIFE OF CAIN. 


Asensible book, The Life of Cain isan example te be 
read for instruction and profit. Much thought hus been 
employed in its careful preparation. Price 75 cents. 

“One is surprised to find how much can be said of, 
and learned from, one whose history in the Bible narra- 
tive is so brief.”"—Guardian, 


THE RIPE HARVEST; 


Or, The Work to be Done, and the Increase of 


Laborers Needed in the 
MINISTRY OF THE REFORMED CHURCH. 
16mo, Cloth. 119 pp. Price 50 cents. 


“The most of the arguments will apply to one body 
of Christians as well as to another. We recommend the 
general perusal of this book.”—Latheran Observer. 


HOLY-DAY STORIES. 


Price 50 cents. ; 
“4 series of stories relating to the Church Holidays— 


| Obristmas, Good Friday, Kaster, Ascension and Whitsun- 


tide. These stories have all the happy, pious feeling of 


| the German heart, and are well rendered into English.” 


—Lutheran Observer, 
“Stories full of juice and spice, such as children love 
to read.”—-Guardian. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


Price 40 centa. 
“Giving the history of ‘Good Friday,’ and reasons why 


; itshould be observed as a holy day. Inthe same volume 


we also find ‘An Easter Walk,’ and ‘Christ and the Law 
yer’ ”’—Lutheran Observer. 


SALOME THE DANCER. 


Sketch of llevodius’ daughter. Price 40 cents. 

“Written fur Sunday-Schools, but no less adapted for 
readers of maturer tastes, and admirably suited to inter- 
\t and instruct both classes of readers.”—Guardian. 


TRUE GLORY OF WOMAN. 


BY REV. H. HARBAUGH, D. D. 
Price $1.25. 

“Another cupital book, which has been published . 
some Lilne, and is now passing through a second editia, 
is froiu the ,en of the late Dr. Henry Harbaugh. “Th 
rus Glory of Woman, as Portrayed in the Beaut- 
ful Life of the Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord any 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.” The reader will find in this 
volume many beautiful thoughts, and some suggestions 
presented in the author’s forcible style, and to all of 
these he will take no exception.”— Christian Intelligencer. 


~ CREED AND CUSTOMS. 


A Popular Hand-Book, Treating of the Chief Doctrines 
end Practices of the ReformedOhurch. 
BY GEO. B. RUSSELL, D. D, 
Price $2.00. 

“The work is well written, very readable throughout, 
contuins, in aconvenient form, much information, which 
intelligent persons of other denominations ought to 
know, and will doubtless meet an existing want in the 
Reformed Church, perhaps more especially in that dive 
sion of it (alas!) te which the author belongs 
eran Observer. 


GOSPEL LESSONS. 


BY REY. D. GANS, D. D. 


EPISTLE LESSONS. 


BY REY. D. GANS, D. D. 
These Lessons are admirably arran. ed according to 


THE CHURCE YEAR, 
The, are intended for the use of 
SUNDA ¥-SCHOOLS, 
Bible Class s,and Families, 
ut $4.60 per aosen, a eae 
* Only where the Sunday-school fs madea pr 
: LY e Te 
fer, and a stepping to the Oburc) it is dsne lee Dn 
w 7k. This can best be done where its owa text bor ks 
ve vaed. We have been too long lacking these. Dr, 
Gens Question Books on the Gospels and Episties ara 
jast the thing needed in thig department of «ur 


fond seheol work, aa te ret in 
Messeayer—Dr, 8. HL, arnt anesthe Docks, wanted. tre 


BINAI AND ZION; 


Or, A Pilgrimage through the Wilderness to the 
Land of Promise. Prive $2.00, 
BY KEV, BENJAMIN BAUSMAN, A. M. 


“It is an interesting book, descriptive of 
. © of men and 
things of the old world, givin Aaiie nating that will 


Sete y eOPey une for buying and reading it.”—Christian 


LEO REMBRANDT. 


Four illustrations, Pp, 243. Price 90 cts. 
“Whom the Lord loveth, He chastenoth,” is 
illustrated in the story of this ‘ Gul Annie Pts; a 
& Christian history of love and self-devotion. Through a 
long chain of troubles, the love und raercy of our dear 
Lord is shown, to a widow and her two noble sons. 
All the hard trials and saffeeb.es endured only brin 


out more cloarly that all thir r 
fo them that juve God \1g4 ‘ork together for*goo 


Mew 


Prices 30 cents, 


\efornted fre Hessenger 


_. 
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PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 9, 1874. 


SPECIAL CONTRIBUTORS. 


- Baet +, GANS, D. D., Baltimore, Ma, 
othe G. APPLE, D, D., Lancaster, Pa, 
KEV. FF. K. REVAN, Pittsburg, Pa, 

RRMW. 8. EK, DURBBS, ’hiladelphia, Pa 
ar Tre suurce of the contributions in each 


case is indicated by one or mere inttial 
letters, 


Bee Kor terms see Sixteenth Page, 


Yo Oorrespondemtsa —Persons who torward 
communications should not write anything pertaining 
to the business of the office on the back of their com. 

nications, but on a separate slip—or, if on the same 
Sheet, in such a way, that it can be separated trom the 
comimunication, without affecting it They will save 
themseives and us much trouble by observing this rule. 
@@- Unaccepted manuscripts will not be returned. 


To Subseribers.—When monies are remitted, 
and the date following the name on the direction label 
is not changed within three weeks thereafter, please 
agtify the publishers. Those in arrears will please 
examine the date and remit the amount due. 
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OUR ALMANACS FOR 1975, 


We are pleased to learn, that our 
Alwanacs, both English and German, 
are received with great favor. They 
are in every way worthy of it. Let 
them be circulated; fur they cannot 
fail to do good. For prices, see adver. 
tisement in another part of our paper. 


<> <——_—_____- 


THE WESTERN ALMANAC. 


Our brethren at Cineinnati, Obio, 
have issued their Almanac for 1875. 
It presents a neat appearance and con- 
tains a considerable variety of useful 
statistics, along with much other inter- 
esting matter. Church Almanacs have 
an important sphere to fill and should 
receive an extensive circulati n. 


i tt 


OUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. 


We are glad to find an increased in- 
terest awakened in behalf of our pa- 
per. Our arrangements and purposes 
fur the future seem to be generally ap- 
preciated. We trust our friends every- 
where will unite in the movement, and 
by their combined efforts accomplish 
great results. Go then and forward 
the names of subscribers as rapidly as 
you can. The paper will be sent from 
the present time to January 1876, for 
$2.00, in advance, and to January 
1878, for $5.00, in advance. 


THE LATEST STATISTICS, 


The English edition of the Minutes 
of the Synods of the Reformed Church 
in the United States have left the press. 
The corrected statistics, which are still 
more or less imperfect in some of the 
items, present the following result: 
Classes, 10; Ministers, 192; Congrega- 
tions, 440; Members, 67,154; Uncon- 
firmed Members, 37 380; Baptisms, 
6,940; Confirmed, 3,980; Received on 
Certificate, 1,867; Communed, 52,931; 
Excommunicated, 24; Dismissed, 739 ; 
Deaths, 2,509; Sunday-schools, 461 ; 
Sunday-school Scholars, 31,154; Con- 
tributions to Benevolence, $43,230 97 ; 
Local Objects, $198,121.05; Students 
for the Ministry, 45. As compared 
with the report of last year, it shows 
an increase of 1 Classis, 13 Congrega- 
2 3, 3,025 Members, 4,466 Uncon- 
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firmed Members, 40 Baptisms, 116 
Confirmed, 1,900 Communed, 23 Ex- 
communicated, 2 Sunday-schools, 4,070 
Sunday-school Scholars, $2,119.30 Be- 
nevolent Contributions, $194,871.05 
Local Objects, and 12 Students for the 
Ministry. The number of Ministers is 
unchanged. The decrease in number 
of those Received on Certificate is 47; 
Dismissed, 599, and Deaths, 509. 

The statistics of the eatire Church 
show 5 Synods, 41 Classes, 619 Minis- 
ters, 1338 Congregations, 140,172 
Members, 88,062 Unconfirmed Mem- 
bers, 13,472 Baptisms, 8,352 Confirmed, 
3,857 Received on Certificate, 115,128 
Communed, 280 Excommunicated, 
1,650 Dismissed, 4,444 Deaths 1120 
Sucday-schools, 72,729 Sunday-school 
Scholars, $90,974.37 Benevolent Con- 
tributions, and 96 Scudents for the 
Ministry. As compared with the report 
of the previous year, this shows an in- 
crease of 5 Classes, 24 Ministers, 23 
Congregations, 6,243 Members, 6,401 
Unconfirmed Members, 471 Confirmed, 
545 Received on Certificate, 5,020 
Communed, 7,591 Sunday-school Schol- 
ars, $7,862 35 Benevolent Objecis, and 
39 Stadents for the Ministry. The de- 
crease in the number of Baptisms is 
827; Excommunicated, 5; Dismissed, 
387; Deaths, 1,021, and Sunday- 
schools, 6. 

Quite » number of the ministers and 
charges fail to make a regular annual re- 
turn ofatatistics This is to be deeply re- 
greited, as the failure in a single instance 
impairs the perfection of the general re- 
port, and detracts just so much from its 
reliable character. There is an im- 
provement in this direction ; perfection, 
however, is far from having been yet 
reached. The officers of each Classis 
should see to it, that there is a proper 
return from every charge, and every 
case of gross negligence of duty on the 
part of pastor or vacant charge, ought 


to be visited with proper penalties. 
+ <p> 


THE GUARDIAN FOR 1875, 


The committee, including the editor 
of the “ Guardian,” to whom has been 
committed by the Board of Publication 
under the instructions of Synod, the 
duty of preparing and publishing a 
series of Lesson Papers, according with 
the distinctive doctrines and usages of 
the Reformed Church, for the use of 
Sunday-schools, convened in Reading, 
Pa.,on Monday evening, the 30th of 
November. The nature and demands 
of the particular work entrusted to their 
hands was thoroughly considered, to- 
gether with the best method of per- 
forming it. All were deeply sensible 
of its great importance and of the im- 
mense responsibility it involves. The 
plan adopted, and the conclusions 
reached, were such as seemed _ best 
adapted to existing circumstances and 
wants. 

The Gospel «Lessons are to be taken 
up, commencing with Epiphany, and 
continuing in regular order through 
the year. One page of the “ Guardian ” 
will be devoted to questions on each of 
the Lessons for the month, and two 
pages each to comments on them. The 
questions on the several lessons of the 
month will form the Lesson Papers, 
which are to be publisbed on separate 
slips and distributed among the scho- 
lars. 


The committee hope to be able to 
furnish the Church with a series of in- 
teresting and appropriate exercises for 
the Sunday school. What will be done, 
moreover, during the present year, will, 
it is believed, prepare the way for 
something still better and more impor- 
tant in future. They manifested a 
disposition to engage in good earnest in 
the work assigned them, and in such 
circumstances, it cannot be otherwise 
than that they should advance, and 
something more than usually good be 
produced in the course of time. They 
need, however, proper encouragement 
in their labors, and this, we trust, they 
will receive. 

Every effort should be made to cir- 
culate the “Guardian” and Lesson 
Papers. The former, in addition to the 
questions and comments on the Lessons, 
will also contain other matter in the 
interest of Sunday-schools, whilst 
it will endeavor, at the same time, to 
keep up, toa large extent, its hereto- 
fore excellent character as a magazine 
for the young. The subscription price 
will be no higher than heretofore, 
though it will be sent to subscribers 
with the postage prepaid, and contain 
a considerable amount more matter 
than it did before. 

Let all the friends of the enterprise 
under ite new form, exert themselves 
to procure subscribers for the “ Guar- 
dian” and Lesson Papers, and forward 
them without delay. The number for 
January will be distributed before 
Christmas, and in each. case thereafter 
ait least a week before the commence- 
ment of the month for which it is 
intended. The publishers ought to 
know early what demand there will be 
for them, so that they may print a suf- 
ficient number of copies to meet it. 

Please, therefore, send in the names 
of new subscribers as soon as pos 
sible.. The following are the terms 
for the coming year :, 

One copy of the “ Guardian ” will be 
sent to any address for one year for 
$1.50. Five copies for one year, when 
sent to one address, $7.00; ten copies 
for $13.00; twenty copies for $25.00; 
thirty copies for $36.00. The Lesson 
Papers, on separate slips, which will 
contain the Lessons for the month, will 
be sold at 75 cents per hundred cupies, 
and one cent each for any less number. 
In each case the money must accom- 
pany the orders. 


UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN, PRUSSIA. | 


A correspondent of the “ Presbyterian 
Banner,” who at present resides at Ber- 
lin, Prussia, gives an account of the 
mode of admission into the University 
at Berlin. As it will doubtless be in- 
teresting to many of our readers, we 
here append it : 

“ Any young man, not a native of 
Germany, who is unable to pass the 
examinations necessary for admission 
into a College, can become a student of 
the University as readily as the man 
who graduated with the highest honors. 
What is very easy for a foreigner to do 
is very difficult for a German. 
the latter can become a member of the 
University, he must pass a severe ex- 
amination in languages, mathematics, 
and science. The fact that a person 
has been admitted into a German Uni- 
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versity as a student is no proof of his 
scholarship, unless he be a native. All 
that is asked of foreigners is a pas sport 
or some other paper that establishes 
his identity and nationality. A College 
diploma is for that purpose of no value 
whatever. 

Wednesdays and Saturdays are the 
days for matriculation, and this is at- 
fended to in the Senate Hall of the 
University building. As one enters the 
door, he is met by an attendant, who 
takes his papers and gives them to the 
Richter or Judge. If the papers are 
found to be satisfactory, the person 
takes a seat aud awaits his turn. He, 
when ihe Richter has called his name, 
goes to the Rector (Prof. Mommsen is 
the pr sent Rectur), who signs a ecrtifi- 
cate on the person’s matriculation. Ac- 
cording to this paper, heis 4 vir juvems 
ornatissimus, who has become # student 
of theology, of jurisprudence, of medi- 
cine, or of Philosophy. The first Sec- 
retary on the right of the Rect r, puts 
down in « book the name of the student, 
the name of his native place, and the 
occupation of bis father, mother, or 
guardian, according to the circum- 
stances. The next secretary writes 
down the name of the student and his 
place of residence in Berlin. Next, the 
student himself is given an opportunity 
of enrolling his name, along with the 
name of the institution of learning he 
formerly attended. If he has ever be- 
fore been a student of a German Uni- 
versity, his mairiculation fee is re- 
duced one-half; if pot, he pays the full 
fee, six thalers. The atudent must then 
be registered by the Dean of that de- 
partment that is inscribed in his matri- 
culation certificate. After all the 
students have gone the same round, the 
Rector rises, makes a short address, 
then shakes hands with every one of 
them. This last act is not meauingless; 
for 1t takes the place of an oath, data 
dextra jurisjurandi loco. 

The student receives a number of 
pamphlets, and also a ecard which is 
very valuable to him. If he is arrested, 
the presentation of this card will at 
once sesure his release. All the officer 
can do is to transcribe his name and 
number from the eard and give them 
to the authorities of the University. 
The student is bronght before the court 
of the University, and, if found guilty, 
is condemned, and punished by these 
same authorities, according to the na- 
ture of the crime.” 
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A CRYSTAL WEDDING, 


Not every one is permitted to cele- 
brate a festive occasion of this nature, 
especially in circumstances, which ren- 
der it peculiarly delightful. At least, 
this privilege does not often fall to the 
lot of a toiling laborer in the vine- 
yard of the Lord. Our good brother, 
the Rev. S. G. Wagner, of Allentown, 
Pa., however, seems to be a privileged 
exception to the general rule. 

October the 19th, 1874, was the 
fifteenth anniversary of the marriage of 
himself and wife. This, according to 
the parlance of the present age, is the 
Crystal Wedding. He and bis family 
expected to enjoy it by themselves. It 
seems, however, that his good people 
were otherwise minded, and hence they 
quietly determined to make at least a 


SSE 
portion of it more than usually memo- 
rable. 

In the evening, about two hundred 
persons repaired to his house. The 
most of them were members of his 
church. Among the number, how- 
ever, were the lady boarders of the 
Female College, headed by their Prin- 
cipal, the Rev. Wm. R. Hofford, and 
also a number of personal friends not 
members of hischurch. They brought 
with them a variety of articles, which 
they presented to the pastor and his 
wife. They were numerous and valu. 
able, including a china dinner set of 
one hundred and forty-one pieces; a 
beautiful silver castor filled with cut- 
glass; silver forks, and knives, one 
dozen each; a half dozen silver table 
spoons; a large silver soup ladle, a 
handsome gold headed cane, and quite 
a number of valuable articles of glass. 

The presentation speech was made 
by Jacob 8. Dillinger, Esq. It was 
brief, but neat, touching, and appro- 
priate. The pastor tried to respond, 
and did so, in fitting terms, though he 
evidently felt the embarrassment of 
the surroundings. He expressed his 
gratitude for the unexpected and unde- 
served kindness, as he modestly styled 
it, evinced towards him by his friends, 
and his earnest desire for their tempo- 
ral and temporal welfare. 

When these ceremonies had closed, 
the whole company repaired to the 
dwelling of William H. Deshler, Esq. 
They found there two large tables lit- 
erally ¢foaning under the burden of good 
things that awaited them. They were 
partaken of in the midst of much 
cheer and joy. The occasion proved 
a pleasant one to all present, and espe- 
cally to those, in whose behalf it was 
more especially gotten up. 

This congregation bas evinced much 
kindness towards the pastor and his 
family. The present was only one 
among the many occasions, which they 
have improved in a similar way. 
The work of the paster amongst them 
iggprospering in his hands. ‘The peo- 
ple appreciate his labors, whilst he is 
ever grateful for the repeated expres- 
sions they give him of this fact. 
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CHILDREN BROUGHT TO CHRIST. 


In our last issue, we referred, in an 
articleon the “ Foree of Infant Bap- 
tism,” tosome remarks of the ‘“ Con- 
gregationalist,” ia regard to the duty of 
impressing children early with their 
covenant relation to God. This con- 
temporary seems to be in much earnest 
on the subject of the early conversion 
of children. Uuder the above caption, 
it indites the following : 

“Said a Western minister: Two litile 
girls, sisters, aged six aud eight years, 
came to ask to be received into the 
church, Their pious parents approved 
the step. I was satisfied that they were 
born of the Spirit, aud by unanimous 
vote they were admitted. They grew 
up model Christians, married, and all 
their children walked in their footsteps. 

Among the precious ingatherings of 
the last Spring, an Hastern pastor re- 
ports three of tender years. As they 
stood up to own the covenant, the whole 
church was deeply moveu. Oue of these 
had sought and received a special bap- 
tism of the Spirit, and was at once a| 
wonder of grace. 


REFORMED CH 


A father speaks 
dren, who could not tell when thei 
Christian life began, it was so earl 
President Edwards gives the case of t 
conversion of a little girl of only four 
years. She lived toa great age, aud 
adorned her profession. Seventy years 
ago, a grandmother took charge of her 
grand-daughter of two or three years 
of age, for a season. To make her feel 
at home, she told her Bible stones, 
among others, the story of Dagsiel. 
The child was deeply interested Jand 


times a day, and her older kindr 
lieved that the life of God began 
soul at that time. 


of two years of age, while the 
went to the communion servile. 
interest the child, who was quite rest- 
less, he told the story of Jesus’ lve and 
sufferings, in the simplest terms possi- 
ble. She gave fixed attention, aud 
seemed to take in something of the 
great scenes painted; told he mother 
on her return, in a child’s layuage, of 
the subject; often spoke ofit, calling 
the young man the Jesus tan. She 
grew up a disciple of the Sayiour, and 
ber mother felt in after year, that the 
work of saving grace was béeun in her 
heart that Sabbath afternog. 

These are a few gleaniigs from a 
large and enlarging field) May not 
little children now come fo Christ as 
once when He was on efrth? Need 
they wait to grow up in sin? Should 
not parents, and Sabbathschool teach- 
ers, labor for this end ia fll assurance 
of faith and hope? Shall the conver- 
sion of young children locger surprise 
us? Is it not the mosé reasonable and 
fit of things? Shall pot the doors of 
the church move with and lovingly 
open to receive such itto the covenant 
family of God? Do we not need the 
early renewed to make beautiful the 
Christian life, and to min the world to 
Christ ?” al 
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THE EFFECT OFAN APPEAL. 


A communication dgned “Sigma,” 
will be found in another portion of our 
present issue. We bave admitted it, 
simply because it discusses an impor- 
tant constitutional question. There is 
no desire on our partto meddle, in any 
way, with the case, which has furnished 
the occasion for it; This has thus far 
taken care of itgelf, and doubtless it 
can. do so most effectually in the future. 

The question, involving the effect of 
an appeal, has occasioned some trouble 
in some of our eberch courts within 
the last few year This arises from 
the want of clearless and definiteness 
in some of the wierances ot the Con- 
stitution on the stbject- The introduc- 
tion of a few explanatory words or sen- 
tences, with g change of the order of 
some articles, guch as were proposed in 
a paper submitted to the last General 
Synod, would beve brought out the 
true sense of he Constitution, and re- 
lieved the case of all future difficulty. © 

Some years aB° 20 effort was made 
by a few bresbre™ interested in a par- 
ticular cage he ™ progress before one 
of our chuyol judicatories, to convince 
us, that the Bee*8""Y effect of an ap- 
jog to the Constitution, 


peal, accord 


| 
of two of his chil- 


-| force of the article, must necessarily 


was, in all cases, to stay the carrying 
the devision reached. 
We 
admitted, that their position was. cor- 
rect so far as judicial cases are con- 
This was clear 


into effect of 
They failed, however, to do so. 


cerned, but uo further, 
from the fact, that Article 82 of the 
Constitution, which contains the law in 
the case, uses the word sentence to ex- 
press the character of the decision 
reached, and also makes the exception 
to the operation of the rule, to be 
“suspension from church privileges or 
deposition from office,” which language 
can apply only to judicial cases. Any 
other interpretation of the meaning and 


run out into all kinds of absurdities. 
An effort was made to enforce the 
interpretation for which these parties 
contended. The church court in the 
case, however, very properly refused to 
recognize it. Notwithstanding this 
fact, this same court itself subsequenily, 
when the controlling power in it found 
it would subserve a desired purpose, 
admitted the interpretation and acted 
upon it. It is proper to state, however, 
that it was doubtless partly misled in 
this matter by the fact, that one of the 
higher church judicatories had, a short 
time previously, reached a decision in 
a certain case, which was based on this 
wroug interpretation. That body also, 
found itself afterwards placed in an 
awkward predicament on account of it. 
The whole difficulty arises from 
confounding the two processes known 
as “ Appeal” and “ Complaint,” which 
is apparently chargeable upon the lan- 
guage of the Constitution, as it now 
stands in the Chapter, in which gen- 
eral principles are laid down in regard 
to Ecclesiastical Judicatories in Gen- 
eral. The word “ Appeal” does seem 
to be used in @ few instances, in the 
sense simply of “Complaint.” The 
trouble also is likely to continue, until 
another Constitution is adopted free 
from this ambiguity, or the qualifying 
phrases submitted to the General Sy- 
nod, are introdaced into the present one. 
Other ecclesiastical bodies besides 
our own have, at times, been involved 
in similar troubles with our own from 
similar causes. We havea special in- 
stance of it in the history of the Pres- 
byterian Church. It was customary in 
the early part of the present century 
and before, to use the words “ Appeal ” 
and “ Complaint,” not only interchange- 
ably, but aleo collaterally, in the way 
of intensifying their language, aud ac- 
cordingly, the party in carrying up a 
case to a higher court, would often state 
in their document on the subject, that, 
in view of reasons assigned, they “ ap- 
pealed and complained.” As is the 
case in our own church courts, much 
confusion and difficulty were frequently. 
occasioned thereby. In the revision of 
their Book of Discipline, which  occur- 
red in 1819 and 1820, the evil was re- 
medied, and since then no difficulty has 
arisen from confounding the two kinds 
of process, except from the misapplica- 
tion of the principle involved in some 
case decided previous to that period. 
In the revision of the Book of Dis- 
cipline, to which we have referred, a 
proper distinction was made between 
the two processes. As based upon the 
distinction there made, the Rev. Dr. 
S. J. Baird, in his “ Assembly’s Di- 
gest,” which is of acknowledged au- 
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thority, presents the following defini- 
tions of the two processes: ‘‘ Appeal is 
the recourse to a higher ecurt by one 
of the parties, in a judicial case.” 
“ Complaint is the similar recourse of 
any other than the parties, and may be 
used against any decision, legislative, 
judicial and administrative.” The 
order of process in both cases is very 
similar. The distinction here made is 
evidently recognized by the Constitu- 

tion of our Church, otherwise it would 

be inconsistent with itself, and if this 

be kept in mind, all difficulties growing 

out of the confounding of the two pro- 

cesses, “ Appeal” and“ Complaint, ” 

will be avoided. By the observance and 

enforcament of it, also, no one will be 

deprived of his legitimate rights. 


THE OTHER SIDE. 


The term “ pietistic” is sometimes 
used by ourselves, as well as by some 
of our correspondents, to designate a 
phase of religion, which finds its princi-_ 
pal ground in man’s emotional na- 
ture. When thus used, it isnot neces- 


‘sarily intended to convey the idea of 


reproach, though the type of religion, 
to which it is applied, may be regarded 
as defective. Finding its home mainly 


in the feelings, it is looked upon as 
less substantial than that which grounds 
itself deeper in an enlightened under- 
standing and thus more. effectually 
reaches the heart, and produces a more 
thorough and permanent change in the 
life. 


Our neighbor of the‘ Presbyterian ” 


seems to stumble at this use of the 
term, including in it, as he supposes, 


‘a shade of reproach.” He accordingly, 


appears on the stage as a special cham- 


pion of “Methodism,” to which he 


supposes the term is intended to be 
especially applied, and evinces a con- 
siderable degree of sensiiiveness on the 
subject. 
after the emphatic declaration made in 
his issue of the 8d. of October, when 
speaking of the Presbyterian Pic-nic in 
Cumberland Valley, in regard to the 
relations 

Methodists. 
“ upon the camp grounds, through the 
hospitality of our Methodist brethren, 
with whose Church we Presbyterians 
are daily coming into closer affinities, 
and who have more of the respect and 
love of our Church, than aay other in 
the land.” 


We are not surprised at this, 


of Presbyierians to the 
“ We are now,” says he, 


To what extent his Pres- 
byterian friends will concur with him 


in this sweeping utterance, we leave to 


others to judge. . 
We are free to acknowledge, that 
we do not sympathize with the type 
of religion as it prevails in the Me- 
thodist | churches, especially in those 
of them which move in the religi- 
ous atmosphere generally prevalent 
in that denomination half a century 
ago, At the same time, we claim to 
cherish a. very high regard for the 
Methodist denomination as such, and 
more particularly in the advanced po- 
sition it occupies at the present day. We 
adimire the devotion, zeal, and activity 
of its ministry and membership, and 
often wish that others might be more 
like them in these things. In this Te- 
spect, we are not second to any others, 
and hence would not wittingly use any 
qualifying term as indicative of their 
form of piety, in the way of reproach. 
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But whilst our neighbor of the 
“Presbyterian” is thus sensitive in re- 
gard to the application of the term 
“ pietistic,” to the phase of religion, 
which predominates in the Methodist 
Church, we are surprised at his want of 
consistency, when speaking of a very 
respectable portion of his brethren in 
the Reformed Church. He not un- 
frequently, along with a number of 
other contemporaries, hesitates not to 
speak of them as “ritualistic,” and 
‘“‘Romanizing,” when in truti there is 
less ritualism and tendency to Roman- 
ism amongst the most pronounced of 
those, who are thus stigmatized, than 
exists with some in the Presbyterian 

~ Church itself. 

At the same time, those who do not 
accord with the persons thus stigma- 
tized, are spoken of as the ‘‘ evangeli- 
cal” party, thus indicating, that the rest 
are not evangelical. All this is done in 
face of the fact, that the piety and 
efficiency for good of those denounced 
as unevangelical, when fully tested, will 
not suffer from a comparison with the 
piety and efficiency of those, who are 
held up as the only representatives 
amongst us, of piety in its true evan- 
gelical form. 

Weare aware, that those who per- 
petrate these things are misled, as has 
been the case in the instances growing 
out of the late effort at union between 
the two Reformed Churches, by false 
rumors put afloat by designing persons. 
This fact, however, does not make their 
course excusable, as they should first 
satisfy themselves from authoritative 
sources, that the rumor is founded up- 
on facts, before they aid in giving cur- 
rency to it. No Church has been 
wrouged for some years past more than 
we have been in this way, and hence it 
is natural, that we should have become 
somewhat sensitive in regard toit. It 
is difficult to correct falsehoods, espe- 
cially when once set afloat through the 
press. 
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THE DELEGATE QUESTION, 


From a communication found in our 

‘ present issue, as well as from inquiries 
addressed to us from different sections 
of the Church, it would seem, that the 
question as to what forms the constitu- 
tional qualifications of delegates to the 
General Synod, is attracting consider- 
able attention. A great diversity of 
opinion prevails, and the true solution 
of the question seems to some minds to 
be involved in much doubt and diffi- 
culty. We have already given our 
views on some pcints in a private way, 
and we are now asked by our corres- 
pondent to give them through our 
columns, in regard to a number of 
issues involved in the general question. 
The apparent perplexity in the case 
arises partly from the fact, that the 
General Synod saw proper to select the 
19th of May next as the time for hold- 
ing its next, triennial sessions, instead 
of the month of November, and partly 
from a want of clearness in the provi- 
sions of the Constitution supposed to 
relate to the case. The month of May 
is the period, in which the most of the 
‘Classes connected with the Hastern Sy- 
nods, have been aceustomed for years 
to hold their annual sessions, a fact 
which the General Synod, perhaps, did 
not take into due consideration, when 


its next triennial sessions ; or if it did, 
it did not suppose it would necessarily 
occasion any difficulty in regard to the 
election of delegates by the Classes. 


case seem to be the following : Does the 
Constitution require the delegates to be 
elected at the annual meeting of Clas- 
sis held immediately preceding the 
meeting of the General Synod? Can 
such delegates be elected by the Classis 
ata special meeting? Are there any 
circumstances occurring between the 
time of electing the delegates and the 


The leading points involved in the 


meeting of the Synod, which will dis- 
qualify any of them for representing 
the body which elected them ? 

The articles of the Constitution sup- 
posed to have special bearing on the 
case arethe 49th, and 57th. The former 
lays down an order for the transaction 
of business in a Classis. At the close 
of the enumeration of particulars em- 
braced in the order, it says: “ And 
finally the Classis appoints delegates to 
represent it in the next ensuing meet- 
ing of Synod.” ‘The latter article pro- 
vides for the calling of a special meet- 
ing of Classis. Such meeting is au- 
thorized, ‘ whenever the confirming of 
a call, dissolving a pastoral connection, 
or any other business, which could not 
be dove at an ordinary meeting, shail 
make a special meeting of the Classis 
necessary.” 

From the language of the Constitu- 
tion quoted, some infer, that the election 
must be held at the annual meeting 
immediately preceding the meeting of 
the General Synod, even though only 
a few days intervene between the two 
meetings, and that the election can not 
be held at a special meeting, unless it 
can be shown, that it was impossible to 
holdthe election at the regular meeting. 

We cannot concur with this con- 
struction of the Constitution. If the 
Jetter of the law be thus insisted upon, 
then the elections must not be held 
even at the regular meeting, until all 
other business is transacted. The law 
makes it the final act to be done. Most 
Classes elect their delegates in the early 
part of the seasions and seldom, if ever, 
at the close. This construction, ac- 
eordingly, would make all the elections 
as generally held unconstitutional, and 
much of the other business. transacted 
also, as the order laid down is seldom 
observed to the letter. The article 
lays down the order simply as a gen- 
eral guide, which would have been more 
appropriately incorporated in a by-law. 

Besides this,a Classis, finding it in- 
convenient or even inexpedient to 
transact all its usual business ata regu- 
lar meeting, can and often does hold an 
adjourned meoting, to finish the busi- 
nesa belonging to the regular meeting. 
The legality of the election at such ad- 
journed meeting, certainly cannot be 
called in question. 

Then again, whilst the election 
should ordinarily be held at. the regu- 
Jar meeting immediately preceding the 
sessions of Synod, if it has been over- 
looked or for any sufficient cause has 
been omitted, such election can cer- 
tainly be legally held at a special 
meeting, if it be specifically stated as 
an item of business included in the call 
for such meeting. The last article re- 
ferred to evidently provides for such a 
contingency. And _ besides this, if the 


General Synod by its own act has fi 


tainly cannot and would not take ad- 
Vantage of this fact. so as to deprive 
avy Classis of its representation. 

In regard to the third and last ques- 
tin involved in this discussion, relat- 
iny to circumstances occurring between 
the election of delegates and the meet- 
ing of the General Synod, which will 
disqualify them for representing the 
Claisis, we would say, that we know of 
no (ther disqualifications than those of 
ceatiyg to be a member of Classis, by 
removing out of its bounds and con- 
necthg with another, and deposition 
from office. In view of such contin- 
gencis, and those of death, and incon- 
venielce for the primarius to act, alter- 
nates te generally elected. The mere 
fact olany elder ceasing to be an act 
ing eldy in his congregation is no dis- 
qualification, as he continues to be an 
elder stil, though not an acting one. 

All the foregoing statements have 
been male upon the assumption, that 
the 49tharticle of the Constitution ap- 
plies to te case in hand. A close ex- 
amina'loi of it, however, will show 
that suchis not in reality the case. It 
applies oily to the election of delegates 
to the dittict Synods. The General 
Synod is not named in the article. 
The only aticle applying strictly to 
the presentcase is the 78th, which says, 
“The Getwal Synod is composed of 
ministerial and Jay delegates elected 
by all the Classes respectively.” «It 
does not sayhow they are to be elected, 
but simply gwes the ratio of represen- 
tation. Themanner of election is left 
to the Classe themselves, though it is 
to be supposd, that the rales which 
usually govem such elections in other 
cases, Should be observed as closely as 
possible. Ths view of the case, which 
we believe tobe correct, makes the 
solution of tie supposed difficulties 
simple and eag. 
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FROM PITTSBURGH, 

Our ministerial brethren in Pitts- 
burgh have followed those in Reading 
and Philadelphis,and organized what 
may be called, in Latin form and Ger- 
man habit, a mitisterium. We have 
nine ministers of our denomination 
living in this city snd its immediate 
suburbs. They seve eight congrega- 
tions here, four English and four Ger- 
man. One of then, the writer of this, 
serves the Church in a general capa- 
city: For the prestt the meetings are 
to be held on alteynate Mondays. The 
various interests of the different con- 
gregations and Gunday-schools are to 
be subjects for free discussion and com- 
mon support. We expect to strengthen 
the weak and encoutig® the despond- 
ing. We mean to jay 0"r heads toge- 
ther so as to act wis): harmoniously 
and effectually, in our works of charity 
and our efforts for the extension of 
Christ’s kingdom, We PTpose to cul- 
‘tivate mutual underststiNg and good 
feeling; and bring the bea" of brethren 


more frequently into coit#t With each | be a Christian, 
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xed | other. Our elders, deacons and mem- 
the time of its meeting so us to be nearly | bership are also made welcome, so far 
simultaneous with that regularly fixed | a8 they find themsely 
upon by the Classis, for holding its 
meetings, and thus made it inconvenient | beginning was ma 
if not impossible for the Classis to 
carry out the supposed letter of the 
Constitution, the General Synod cer- 


es able to attend. 
We heartily invite them. A good 
de at the first meet- 
ing. There is plenty to do to give 
meaning and interest to the association. 
May it prosper, aud we doubt not it 
will. F. K. L. 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING, 


It requires no herald to announce 
this fact. No proclamation by the 
Presideut, or other high official, is 
necded to inform the people, aod urge 
them to take proper cognizance of the 
Christmas season. It introduces itself, 
as nothing else can introduce it. As 
an objective fact, it has incorporated 
itself with the proper season, and when 
the time comes it comes. It comes 
without any diminution of force, ever 
bearing the same joy-inspiring spirit 
to young and old. This, connected 
with Easter, in which it reaches its full 
consummation, is the ruling festival in 
the Church year. The birth of our 
Lord looks to His Resurrection, as the 
resurrection looks back to His Birth, 
giving to it its true significance avd 
glory. Death lies between, but as a 
power broken and overcome; Heaven 
beyond, as the grand final result. 

Is there any surprise at the ardent 
and spontaneous joy which Christmas 
brings? Why surprise? Is not the 
cause sufficient for the effect? How- 
ever far removed from the e@rnest eye 
the cause may be, the effect, entering 
the experience of the world, makes it 
transparent even to the rational reflec- 
tions of men. Nothing so palpably 
sets forth Christ, as His :aving power, 
to the carnal mind. Christ is in every 
pulsation of a joyous character which 
is felt during the Christmas season. 
The beaming eye of the child speaks to 
the infidel parent, as x0 logical argument 
can, of Christ and His work in the human 
race. From the effects, thus visibly 
depicted in the joy-lit countenagces, 
many are led to the cause, deeper than 
the abstract power of reason can pene- 
trate. Jesus is this cause, to whom 
many, being led by these happy experi- 
ences, exclaim, withy Thomas of old, 
“ My Lord, and my God! ” 

The bright rays of this beautiful 
rising sun ure again meeting us in our 
onward pilgrimage. The children are 
perhaps the first to feel and respond to 
them. ‘They lie nearest the great beating 
heart in human nature, and are, there- 
fore, the first to feel its distinct throb- 
bings. The Christmas Gospel starts 
with the children, as it firat did with 
the angels. Everywhere they proclaim 
it in word and movement. It bas ap- 
prehended them as a mystery, and as 
a mystery they announce it. They 
are bappy, but can’t say why. They 
look for some pretty presents, but they 
have already more than they expect 
to receive from parents and frienda. 
As the Old Testament is the history of 
manhood and its failure, the New Tes- 
tament is the history of childhood and 
its success. Adam was created a full- 
grown man: Christ was born a child. 
The child-idea never departs from 
Christmas ; and he who would appre- 
clate it in its true power, must be 
child-like in his nature, and this is to 


It is peculiar to the 


Christian dispensation, that every 
grand movement, calculated to change 
the world, really advances its eiviliza- 
tion, and brings on the latter-day glory, 
starts in childhood. The Christ-child 
leads the way ; Christian children are 
the first to follow, and men, as they be- 
come Christians indeed, bring up the 
rear. 

It is important 
understand the Christmas season in 
this view. Each reiurn of it is a 
fresh inauguration of this Child-power. 
Would any be great, he must as the 
first condition, become as « little child. 
Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye caunot enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Not by intellect, 
but by faith, is true greatness achieved. 
The ehild is the father of the man; 
and at no peried has true manhood any 
other basis. The test of truth lies in 
the normal demand of childhood ; and 
all revolutions, to be successful and 
true, start with the child. Not from 
the man downward to the child, but 
from the child upward to the man. 
The root and base is with the child, in 
faith. Start anywhere else, and with 
a principle foreign to the instinctive 
consciousness of childhood, and it mat- 
ters not by what worldly power the 
reformatory movement is sustained, it 
will fail in the end. 

Much is gained by allowing each 
return of Christmas to impress this 
one great fact, viz—that all great 
movements, to be true and successful, 
must begin with the child. Thus 
Christianity began, and thus it is per- 
petuated from age to age. What can 
give us a more exalted view of child- 
hood? From what other stand-point 
can we see more clearly the vital im- 
portance of this period? Is that a 
true form of Christianity, which ignores 
the child, which refuses to acknowledge 
its religious claims, which shrinks 
from incorporating it, by baptism, in 
the Body of Christ? Is that a legitimate 
polity, which, overlooking the children, 
seeks only to add full-grown men tv 

_ the Church? Is that a true system of 
education, which aims only at the 
adult understanding, 2nd neglects the 
mind and heart of the child? Do 
parents act on Christian principles, 
who say, that in regard to religion, 
children ought to be left alone—to re- 
main unbiassed, so that when they 
are eventually matured, there may be 
no obstruction te their own rational 
action? Christmas teaches no such a 
lesson. This is not to begin with the 
child, but with the man; it is the con- 
tinued attempt, in spite of the almost 
universal failure, to build a vigorous 
and virtuous mashood upon a ruined 
childhood. Nothing short of a mira- 
cle can prevent the fatal result of this 
heresy. 

The new principle inaugurated by 
Christmas is not without its philoso- 
phy. It shows that the changing and 
caving power is lodged not at the end, 
nor yet a‘ the middle of our timely 
existence, but at the beginning. Ag 
the streams depend upon the fountain, 
and the tree upon the seed from which 
it grows, so the man must depend up- 
on tha youth, and the youth upon 
the child. The philosophy of this 
Christmas principle is fully recognized 
by the world. Hence ihe ceaseless 
efforts to get the children, by means of 


low along the same line. 
are the elements of hope a 


things seem possible to the 
knows little of limitation, a 
of failure. 
that all should 


the grandest passion. 
Bethlehem. They eaw 
Babe divine. 
Child-power. This was the beginning 
of a grand principle, which was to 
continue throughout thegntire dispen- 
gation. Each Christmas ought to be 
for all Christian minds return to first 
principles, from which parents, and 
teachers, and the Church should be 
led to new confidence in childhood, 
and to greater consétration to the 
work of training it, from this point, for 
God and proper usefulness. 

The future of this or any other 
country will dependupon the pres- 
ent child generation Let this pass 
into manhood witht the regenera- 
tion and culture which childhood in- 
vites and demands, and it will be too 
late to expect anything like a general 
conformity to the necessities of virtue, 
happiness, and gemiline prosperity. A 
debauched youth isat best a poor basis, 
on which to rearavirtuous manhood. 
Let the coming Obristmas lead all once 
more to the infant shrine, that, amid 
the joys it may pour into each heart, 
they may clearlyree the s2at of real 
power, and be itepired to labor from 
the centre out, for the moral renova- 
tion of the race Any effort started 
here is easy and must be successful; 
but’ any effort, however great, com- 
mneed at any other point, must be 
difficult, and gill, in all probability, in 
nine cases oufof ten, miserably fail in 
the end. hi G. 
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THE RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER, 


Kind reader, if you have no reli- 
gious newspaper in your family, sub- 
scribe for gpenow. Be sure you have 
it by the opening of the new year. 
Active pastor, see to it that your mem- 
bership read some church paper. If 
you can, attend to its introduction into 
your families yourself; if you eannot, 
get a suitable person to do it for you. 
The publishers will pay him reasonably 
for his ]abors. 

The advantages of a good, peace- 
able, edifyimg church paper are many. 

It raiges the intelligence of all who 
read it, Its influence is like good seed, 
slow in 18 growth it may be, but 
steadily g#ining. It stores the mind 
with phoweands of valuable facts. It 
enlarges the sympathy of the reader 
with whatever is good, and leads 
them to take an active interest in it. 

The general benevolence of a con- 
vrepatio? is likely to be measured by 
the extent to which the religious paper 
finds it@ Wy into the families. Liberal 
auppott Of the cause of missions, edu- 
cation OF charity in its various forms, 
can oBly be looked for, as a rule, where 
the : inform themselves with 
rega to these interests by suitable 


re, too, 

vigor. 
They are natural with the child. AJ 
ild. Tt 
nothing 
The period of childhood 
is the period of faith. Ind¢ed, all the 
elements essential to succesg are found 
in the child. Here lies thé fullness of 
It gas the wise 
men that bowed at the infant shrine in 
od in the 
They re@pnized the 
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reading, a8 supplemental to their pre 
sentation by the pastor. 
ter has not had this experience? 


ligence of his members. 


the Church to which they belong. 
Much of this information can only be 
furnished by means of the proper 
church paper. Such ao one for the 
Reformed Church is the Messenger. 
PRRST? 
TS BAR GF IO | 


Hor the Retormed Chureh Messenger. 


AN IMPORTANT CONSTITUTIONAL 
QUESTION. 


In the “ Christian World” for Oct. 
22d, in the XI{th article, furnished by 
“R.”, on the history of complications 
and troubles in the Frederick City 
congregation, the histery is brought 
down to the time, when an appeal was 
taken by a member of the Consistory, 
appealing from the action of said Con- 
sistory for refusing to nominate a cer- 
tain minister, recommended by mem- 
bers of the congregation for the pas- 
torate of the congregation, According 
to the custom of the congregation, & 
candidate for the vacant pastorate is 
brought betore the congregation by the 
Consistory, recommending such a name 
as one suitable. 

In this special case, a certain minis. 
ter had been recommended by some of 
the members to the Consistory, asking 
them te have the name submiited to 
the membership as a candidate. The 
Consistory, for reasons sufficient to 
them, refused by a majority vete to 
comply with the request. From that 
action, a certain member of the Con- 
sistory appealed to Maryland Classis. 
The case was heard in special session, 
and for evident reasons, the appeal was 
not sustained. Notice was given of an 
appeal to the Synod of the Putomac 
from this decision. At its late session, 
the case was heard and there was lost. 
[n this last court we conceive the case 
to have been placed into proper shape; 
for whea notice was given of appeal to 
the General Synod, the President very 
properly decided, and the Synod almost 
uranimously sustained the decision, 
that no appeal could be taken, only a 
complaint was in order. There the 
matter, for the present rests. In the 
meanwhile the congregation elected 
Rev. E. R. Eschbach pastor, and is 
now on its way of prosperity, with 
much encouragement for the future. 

Weare aware, that the ‘ Messenger” 
has pot mixed in these troubles at 
Frederick, and it is not our design to 
have it commit itself; but this his- 
tory brings up a question, which, as an 
abstract oue, deserves consideration. 
It is with reference to the nature of an 
appeal and a complaint. An appeal 
was taken from the Consistory to 
Classis, and then to Synod, and notice 
given to carry the case before the 
General Synod, and “ R.” argues, that 
his appeal, according to the Constitu- 
tion of the Church, “ stays the execu- 
tion of a sentence,” that is to say, the 
case is in abeyance until final setile- 
ment is had in the highest court. 


Now it must be clear to every well- 


What minis- 


So the proper support of the pastor 
himself largely depends upon the intel- 
We mean not 
simply their general intelligence, but 
specifically that which relates to the 
character, doings and movements of 


wisher of the people, that, according to 
this interpretation, an appeal was 
clearly out of order, and that Mary- 
land Classis made a mistake by allow- 
ing it to come before her as an appeal, 
and it would have been well for the 
Synod of the Potomac to have said so 
and set the Classis right. Indeed, it 
was asserted by the counsel for the 
Consistory, that it had been a mistake. 
The Constitution of the Church says, 
“That the necessary effect of an appeal 
is to stay the execution of a sentence.” 
Now it is clear, that neither the Con- 
sistory, nor the Classis, nor the Synod, 
had any sentence to execute. There 
was no trial. Neither the proposed 
candidate, nor the congregation was on 
trial. There was no sentence, indeed 
nothing judicial about it, and hence 
there was no staying execution of a 
An appeal clearly was out 
There was no room for an 


sentence. 
of order. 
appeal. 

Besides all this, if, admitting what 
“R.” says about it to be of force, and 
the appeal stayed all proceedings until 
the case should be finally settled, who 
cannot see, that, in justiee, the effect 
should ‘bind both parties—that if the 
hands of the congregation were tied so 
that it would have patieutly to abide 
the time of settlement, that the other 
party should be equally bound, and 
that the proposed candidate would no 
more be at liberty to act for himself 
than the congregation, either in the 
way of accepting or rejecting a call 
elsewhere, until the case would be de- 
cided. Would not that be folly of the 
wildest kind, and does it not prove the 
fallacy of the argument of “R.”? It 
is clearly legitimate; for if it affects one 
party, it must affect the other, both 
being concerned in the transaction. 

This clearly shows, that an appeal 
was out of the question, and that 
Classis made a mistake by allowing it 
to come in this form. ‘This position, 
too, was forcibly presented on the floor 
of Classis by the attorney for the Con- 
sistory. Once more, allowing what 
“R.” says in reference to the effect of 
an appeal to be of force, what would 
necessarily be the result to a congrega- 
tion by the time final action could be 
had? As an illustration, an appeal is 
taken from one court to another. That 
stays all action—all proeeedings—is an 
“estoppel.” A special meeting of the 
Classis could be had probably soon 
after, from there to Synod and then to 
the General Synod. This would in- 
volve time, and in case the decision of 
the lower court would be reversed, and 
carried back for settlement to where it 
started, according to the decision of the 
last court, probably a year and a half 
or two years would elapse before final 
adjudication, what, in all probability, 
would become of a congregation in the 
meanwhile? Where would the mem- 
bership be? Possibly nothiog would 
be left to quarrel or fight over. Would 
it not be madness, especially, seeing 
that there was no sentence to he exe- 
cuted—nothing immoral, no flagrant 
wrong to be punished or righted? 

Tn the case of this particular econ- 
gregation, the question was, whether 
the Consistory should accede to the 
withes. of some of the membership or 
not,—not the execution of any senterice. 
The appeal could not possibly be an » 
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“estoppel” to the congregation, but the ganization, many shook their heads, 
doubting the propriety of the move- 


congregation was perfectly free to pro- 


ceed, as they did, to bring a suitable| ment. The indications are now, that, 


name before the people for pastor. 
The Church Constitution cannot pos- 
sibly mean to interpose a bar or “estop- 
pel” to any congregation, fora long 
period of time, especially when no im- 
morality nor flagrant wrong is to be 
adjudicated. Unquestionably the course 
of the congregation was clearly consti- 
tutional, and the mistake that was 
made was made by the Maryland 
Classis, by allowing it to come before it 
by way of appeal, when it should have 
been by way of complaint. The present 
status of the Frederick City congrega- 
tion amply justifies this position. 
SIGMA. 
a 
For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


DEDICATION OF THE REFORMED 
AND LUTHERAN CHURCH AT 
SCHILLINGVILLE. 


Schillingville, three miles west of 

- Reading, Pa., has now a church edifice. 

It has heretofore had stores, shops, 

taverns, and such like, but no church 

edifice. Those, who attended church 

at all, worshiped either at Yocum’s, or 
in Reading. 


A few years ago the Lebanon Ciassis, 


constituted the congregations, south 
and southwest of Reading, into a pas- 
toral charge, and placed Rev. M. L. 
Fritch over them as pastor. This good 
brother very wisely concluded, that he 
could serve his Master better by mov- 
ing into the midst of his people, as his 
ordination vows required him to serve 
them in the way of pastor as well as 
preacher. He accordingly made 
Schillingville his place of residence, 
from which he could have easy access 
to all his people. This was a move in 
the right direction. In a very short 
time his people began to realize the 
difference between having a preacher, 
who would come and preach to them 
on Sunday, and a pastor living in their 
midst, identifying himself with them, 


in a very short time,a large congrega- 
tion will be built up there. 


Brother Fritch informs us, that he 
is preparing the way for a division of 
his charge, and expects to be able to 
accomplish this in the course of apn- 
othér year at Jeast. We sometimes 
blame our people in East Pennsylva- 
nia for being slow, being behind the 
times, and all such nonsense. Experi- 
ence teaches us, that live ministers 
make live people, and the reverse also, 
and if our people are slow, and oppored 
to church extension, missions, and 
beneficiary education, and kindred ob- 
jects, it is, in a majority of cases, be- 
cause our ministers have not done 
their duty. 

What can be expected from a people, 
who have services only once a month, 
and never come in coutact with the 
ministry, except at the regular services, 
or at funerals, or something of this 
kind? Our people need light, and in- 
formation. They need to be taken by 
the hand and led. God has given the 
Reformed Church in East Pennsylva- 
nia 9 rich inheritance, certainly the 
garden spot of the whole Church ; but, 
alas! in so many instances, it has 
fallen into the hands of those, who act 
as though they cared but little for the 
flock, and more for that which is to be 
obtained from it. Only think of it! 
One minister attempting to have the 
spritual oversight of four, six, or even 
more congregations, numbering from 
four hundred to two thousand mem- 
bers! There is a fearful responsibility 
resting upon such, which many will 
discover at last, when too late to apply 
the remedy! But enough for this 
time. BERKs. 

Nov. 20th, 1874. 
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THE GERMAN EASTERN SYNOD. 


The German Eastern Synod will be 
organized, according to the action of 


visiting them from house to house,' the Synod of the Reformed Church in 


comforting them in their afflictions, in- 


the United States, on Tuesday, Janu- 


structing them, and directing them inj ary 12th, 1875, at 73 o’clock, P. M., 


spiritual things. 


! in the Reformed Salem’s Church, Fair- 


Brother Fritch’s ministry among | mount Avenue and Fourth St., Phila- 
this people has already borne fruit, | delphia, Pa. All German ministers, 
and is full of buds and blossoms for| nd those whose charges are predomi- 
the future. So well are the people | nantly German, and representatives of 


pleased with the change from preacher 
to pastor, that they are erecting a 
parsonage, which will soon be com- 


German congregations in the old mother 
Synod, the Pittsburg and Potomac 
Synod, areinvited to attend the organi- 


pleted, and will be an honor to the| zation of the German Synod in the 


charge. Along with this undertaking, 
the members in and around Schilling- 
ville concluded thay, would have a 
church also. Last Spring Classis 
granted them an organization, and they 
immediately commenced the erection 
of a brick church, 40x65 ft. Without 
entering into detail, it is sufficient to 
say, that it is commodious, substantial, 
beautiful, and churchly, and reflects 
credit on pastor and people. 

On Saturday and Sunday last, the 
church was solemnly set apart to the 
worship of the Triune God. Rev. Mr. 
Gable, the Lutheran pastor, bad with 
him Rev. Messrs. Schantz, and Scheid. 
On the Reformed side, Drs. McCauley, 
and Bomberger, and Revs. J. Fiindel- 
jng and Shoemaker, were present. 
When application was made for an or- 


| East, in order to consult together with 


regard to the interests of the German 
portion of our Reformed Church East, 
and to bring about a closer bond of 
union among the scattered German 
congregations. To this end the follow- 
ing 

Railroad Arrangements for Synod 
have been effected : 

1. The Pennsylvania Railroad will 
issue excursion tickets upon an order 
from Rev. J. Dahlman, from any sta- 
tion on their main road and branches 
at the rate of two cents per mile. 
Pittsburg to Philadelphia and return, 
$15. 

2. The Philadelphia and Erie Rail 
road and the Northern Central Rail- 
way will issue excursion tickets upon 
an order in the same manner and at 
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the same rate as the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 

Those passing over the above named 
roads will please apply at once, with 
stamped envelop enclosed for return 
letter,to Rev. Jacob Dahlman, 413 
North 38th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
for an order for an excursion ticket, 
naming the station at which they pur- 
pose géiting on the cars. Excursion 
tickets Gn be purchased from the 9th 
to the 1th of January, good until the 
20th inclusive. 

The Philadelphia and Reading Rail- 
road andits branches will sell excur- 
sion tick¢s at all their principal sta- 
tions at t¥o cents a mile, from January 
11th to th 13th, good until the 19th 
inclusive. : 

Ladies ate also entitled to the above 
privileges. 

All who purpose attending the meet- 
ing of Synol are kindly requested to 
inform Rev.J, G. Wiehle, D. D., 403 
Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., 
by the 8th of January, 1875, and thus 
enable him ) make all necessary 
arrangementsin due time. 

>> 


THE WANTS OF THE FATHER- 
LESS. 


The Orphans Home at Womelsdorf, 
Pa., is in immedkte need of more help. 
Its expenses duwing the last three 
months have overun its receipts by a 
considerable amunt. The Board is 
unwilling to incura debt for the ordi- 
nary maintenancef the orphans, and 
equally unwilling to curtail expendi- 
tures, by reducing the number of chil- 
dren., Our expense per week average 
about $150. Unda God, we must 
look to the friends—the owners—of 
this Home to fumih the necessary 
means for its support We trust that 
during the comirg Christmas season 
the Sunday-schools an] congregations 
of the Church will livrally remember 
this good and importa cause. 

BD 


2 eo 


” 


For the Refermed(hurch Messenger. 


A TIMELY MESURE, 


The Board of Publicaion of the Re- 
formed Church is aboutio engage in a 
most important project For years 
hundreds of our Sundayichools have 
felt the need of Lessons,which would 
be in full accord with thedoctrines of 
our Church. Toward the opening 
of every new year they vere set to 
searching in all directions for suitable 
Question Books, and in mot cases only 
to be disappointed by thet selection, 
Teachers tried this and thit outside 
publication as a help in their work. 
Thousands will thank the Board for 
providing Lessons and s teacher's 
helper more in harmony withthe teach- 
ings and usages of their ow Church. 
The pastors and Sunday-schols should 
at once take vigorous hold of the move- 
ment. 

Each number of the Guariian will 
contain at least four, once ins uarter 
five, Sunday-school \Lesgons. Along 
with the Lessons there wil] be# Suc- 
cinet comment on each verve Of the 
Lesson, for the use of the teachet: In 
addition, it will contain other r@ding 
for their benefit. In all about twelve 
pages of each number will pe devoted 


use of the scholars the Lessons will be 
issued monthly in leaves. The Sun- 
day-schools ought to inform the Board of 
Publication, soon how many Leaves 
they wish to have. And the teachers, 
by clubbing together, can get the 
Guardian at reduced rates. 

The Board is trying to do its part 
for this great interest. If the congre- 
gations of the Church will promptly 
second their effort, we will, ere long, 
find that this is one of the most impor- 
tant measures, the most far-reaching 
and telling in its results, that our be- 
loved Zion has undertaken for many 
years. PROGRESS. 
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MEETING 
Of the Historical Society of the Reformed 
Church in the United States. 


For several years the anniversary of 
the Historical Society usually heid 
during the sessions of the Synod of the 
Reformed Church in the United States, 
had been omitted. Of late it has been 
felt by the friends of the Society, that 
this state of things should no longer 
continue, and efforts have accordingly 
been made, not only to revive the 
Society, but also to inspire it with 
vigorous life, so as to attain the end for 
which it was organized. The Execu- 
tive Committee, therefore, made ar- 
rangements for the celebration of the 
anniversary during the. meeting of the 
Synod at Bethlehem. 


The avniversary address was deli- 
vered by the Rev. J. H. Dubbs, A. M., 
of Philadelphia, on Friday evening, 
Oct. 23d. The address was able and 
earnest, and should receive the most 
careful consideration from all the mem- 
bers of the Society, as well as those 
who should be members of the Society. 
Two business meetings were held, Rev. 
S. R. Fisher, D.D., one of the Vice- 
Presidents, presiding. _ . 

The following officers were elected : 
President, Rev. J. H. Dubbs; Vice- 
Presidents, Rev. J. F. Busche, T. G. 
Apple, D.D., J. H. A. Bomberger; 
DD. 8B: Misher? Dr). 3G. Be us: 
sell, DDi, -JP OF Miner D:D. rar. 
Reiter, D. D., N. Gehr, D?D..°32H. 
Klein, D.D.; Recording Secretary, 
Prof. J. 8. Stahr; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, W. H. H. Snyder; Librarian, 
Theodore Appel, D. D.; Treasurer, E. 
J. Zahm; Executive Committee, E. V. 
Gerhart, D. D., T. G. Apple, D. D., A. 
H. Kremer, D. D., and F. K. Levan, 
also the Treasurer, Librarian, and 
Recording Secretary. The Rev. D. EB. 
Klopp was appointed Treasurer, pro tem 
A committee of five, consisting of Revs. 
C. U. Heilman, W. H. Groh, D. E. 
Klopp, G. B. Dechant, and D.F. Bren- 
die, was appointed to solicit members 
and contributions to the Society. 

It was resolved that the thanks of 
the Society be tendered to the Rev. J. 
H. Dubbs for his interesting and able 
address, and that a copy of the same be 
solicited for publication in pamphlet 
form. 

The committee previously appointed 
to prepare essays and memoirs were 
requested to prepare the same for the 
next annual meeting of the Society. 

Olid members paid their annual dues, 
and a large number of new members 


to the Sunday-school cause, For the | Were added, and it is to be hoped that 


a 


henceforth the work of the Society 
be pushed with zeal and energy. 


CHURCH ITEMS, 


Aaronsburg charge —The commu- 
nion of the Lord’s Supper was admin 
istered in the Aaronsburg congrega- 
tion, of this charge, of which the Rev. 
C. H. Reiter is pastor, on the 8th of 
November. Eleven persons were ad- 
ded to the Church, eight by confirma- 
tion, and three by certificate. 
communion was large. 

We regret to learn, that the pastor 
has resigned the above charge, to go 
into effect on the 1st of February next. 
We do not know what has led to his 
resignation, nor what are his plans and 
purposes for the future. As, however, 
he has had an experience of twenty 
years in the ministry, preaches in both 
the English and German languages, 
has proved a faithful laborer, and has 
the reputation of being a good pastor, 

it is presumed he will not be long in 
finding another field, in which to exer- 
cise his gifts. 

Miamisburg, Ohio.— After a success- 
ful pastorate of twenty years, the Rev. 
Dr. I. H. Reiter has resigned his 
charge, and accordingly preached his 
farewell sermon on the 15th of Novem- 
ber. When he first entered upon his 
charge, it consisted of four congrega- 
tions. It has since been several times 
divided so as to constitute other charges. 
Since 1870 his labors have been confined 
to the Miamisburg congregation, which 
separated from the Lutherans, with 
whom they occupied a house of worship 
conjointly, end erected one of their own. 
In Miamisburg, he preached one thou- 
sand sermons, which would have been 


more had he not during fifteen years’ 


of his labors amongst them, served 
other churches also; baptized three 
hundred and thirty five, of whom two 
hundred and eighty-four were children ; 
added to the Church, three hundred 
and seventy-three, two hundred and 
six by confirmation and one hundred and 
sixty-seven by certificate; and officiated 
-at one hundred and seventy-five fune- 
rals. The congregation at present 
numbers two hundred and forty-five 
members. 
Lebanon, Pa.—In connection with 
late communions held in the First 
Church of this place, of which the 
Rev. Dr. F. W. Kremer is pastor, fifty- 
six persons were added to the Church, 
forty-five by confirmation, of whom 
thirteen are heads of families, and the 
same number received adult baptism, 
and eleven on certificate. 


Zionsville, Pa.—At the late commu- 
nions held in this charge, of which the 
Rev. Eli Keller is pastor, seventy-two 
persons were added to the Church by 
confirmation, forty-six to the Zionsville 
and twenty-six to Hoofs church. 


Freeport, Ill—Rev J. Wernly has 
accepted a call from this charge, and 
entered upon his duties in his new field 
of labor. 

Piqua, Ohio.—Rev. H. Rusterholz 
has accepted a call from this charge. 

Pittsburg, Pa.—Rev. C. Boerchers, 
late of New Albany, Indiana, has ac- 
cepted a call from the St. James’ 
Church in this city. 


The. 
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Failing health had 


Allegheny, Pa.—The pastor ¢f All 
Soul’s Church in this city, the Rev. 
J. A Hoffheins, has been Sfriously 
ill from typhoid fever. Wearepleased 


to learn that he is now convaleicent. 


St. John’s Charge, Clarion] County, 
Pa.—Seven persons were addéd to the 
churches of this charge, of thich the 
Rev. James Grant is pastor, at the late 
communions, four by baptism and 
confirmation, two on certificate, and 
His 
post-office address at present is, Go- 


one on renewal of profession. 


heenville, Armstrong County, Pa. 


—— 
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE, 


The officers, teachers, and scholars of 
the Zion’s Reformed Sumday-school of 
late 
“Thanksgiving Day,” by uniting in a 


Allentown, Pa., observed the 


service appropriate to (the occasion. 


Last spring the children of the school 
received each ten grails of corn, with 
the request that they should plant them, 
and in the Fall bring theears they would 
the altar as a 


raise and lay them 
free-will offering untothe Lord. 


On “Thanksgivingday” the chil- 
dren, with smiling faces and happy 


hearts, brought their paper bags filled 
with corn; and after it had been de- 
posited in the libraryroom and an in- 
ventory taken, it was found to amount 
to three thousand, one hundred and 
seven ears. Those scholars who, for 
want of ground inthe city, had been 
prevented from planting their corn and 
raising their crops, brought. contribu- 
tions amounting te $14.50. 

After the corn and contibutions had 
been deposited, the school proceeded 
to the church, and there united with 
the parents and members of the congre- 
gation present. singing appropriate 
hymns, and rendering thanks unto God 
for his goodness and mercy. 


By special invitation, a number of 


the teachers of the Sunday-schools at 
Kreidersville, Laury’s Station, Sieg- 
fried’s Bridge, Egypt, Coplay, and 
Catasauqua were present, and partici- 
pated in the thanksgiving service. 
The 103d Psalm Was read by Rev. A. 
B. Koplin. The pastor of the congre- 
gation welcomed 1n a few and appro- 
priate words thé invited guests, Ad- 
dresses with special reference to the 
occasion, were then delivered by the 
clergymen present. The corn has since 
been sold for $15.00, which together 
with the copttibutions of the scholars, 
and the coljedtion taken in the church, 
amounted fo 19-84, all of which will 
be devoted to £0me benevolent purpose, 
likely to the #use of missions in the 


Reformed Church. 

In the evening, the officers and 
teachers of tb? Zion’s Reformed Sunday- 
school, to , ther with their invited guests 
—the teach” of the above-named Sun- 
day-scho gis uct in a hall and partook 
of a col}atio® which had been prepared 
for thens 2 ter all had partaken of 
the repash and a short social conversa- 
tion had Peo enjoyed, each of the 
aforesaid parday “schools was presented 


unty, Ha.— 
Rey. J. J. Pennypacker has resimed 
his labors in the Collegiate Institute at 
this place. 
sioned a suspension of them. =} 


locca 


in singing the hymn, 
“ Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love,” &e. 


Prayer wes offered, the Doxology 
sung, and all were dismissed with the 


Apostolic Benediction by the pastor. 
A TEACHER. 
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GRAND CHURCH CONCERT, 


On Tuesday evening, December 15th, 
a concert of more than usual grandeur 
and megnitude will be given in Con- 
cert Hall. It will be in aid of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church of Tremont, 
Penva., Rev H. C. Grossman, pastor. 
It will be under the auspices and direc- 
tion of Prof. Thomas E. Harkins, 
President of the Philadelphia Musical 
Association and well-known Impres- 
sario. He will be assisted by M’me. 
H. M. Russ, the celebrated American 
Prima Donna Soprano, of Boston, 
Mr. George Simpson, the unequaled 
Tenor from New York, M’me. Jenny 
Kempton, of Boston, (the fine Contralto 
in the United States ; Mr. F. Derleth, 
Violin Solist; Mr. E. Strasser, Saxa- 
phone Virtuose ; A. Rickey, Pianist; 
A. Allmoth, Organist, and such like 
performers of superlatively excellent 
ability. 

The price of admission will be 50 
cts., but we furnish such a concert of 
musical excellence as should be charged 
for at the rate of $2.00 admission. The 
programme will be such as to edify and 
delight every attendant, and so fine a 
concert has never been given in Phila- 
delphia at so small admission. This 
fact, in conjunction with the object for 
which it is given, should fill to repletion 
Concert Hall. Tickets at Lee and 
Walker’s, No. 922 Chestnut street, 
Lutheran Publication Society, No. 42 
North Ninth Street, Lutheran Book 
Store, No. 117 North 6th Street, and 
at Ticket Office. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME, 
WOMELSDORF, 


Will celebrate the Holyday Festival, 
on Tuesday, Dec. 29th, 1874. All 
friends of the Home are invited to be 
present. 
D. B. ALBRIGHT, 
Superintendent. 


p> 


ALMANACS FOR 1875, 


The Almanacs, both English and 
German editions, will besold at the fol- 
lowing prices : 


1 doz. copies, $ 70. 
50 copies, 2 75. 
1008. 5 25. 
UE rh bal 7 25. 


When sent by mail, eight cents per 
dozen are to be added for postage. The 
charges for freight are to be paid by 
those, to whom they are sent by ex- 
press. A single copy sent by mail, 
on the receipt of ten cents. 

Address RrrokmMep Caurca Pus- 
LIGATION Boarp, 907 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. —_, 


with a large card, containing a beauti- 
fully engraved motto, ‘God is love.” 
This afforded an opportunity for as 
many short speec’ es and responses as 
there were schools, Finally, all united 
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BOOK NOTICES, 


GRACE FORGRAGCE. Letters of Rev. 
William James. New York: 
Dodd & Mead, Publishers, 762 
Broadway. Pp. 341. Price $1.50. 
For sale by Smith, English & Co., 
Philadelphia. 

This volume is made up of letters, 
written by the esteemed author to 
various persons, during a long series 
of years, developing “the life of God 
in the soul, as it is imparted, nour- 
ished, strengthened, and _ perfected, 
by His abounding grace. They treat 
of the most intimate and vital rela- 
tion of the believer with Christ; of 
the reception of the Redeemer into 
the heart by a simple and appropria- 


ting faith; of His sufficiency and 


power, when thus received, to free 


the soul from the sense of condemna- — 


tion, and from the intolerable and 
hopeless struggle for self-deliverance, 
and to establish it in peace, joy, and 
victory of an assured and realized 
salvation.” 

The letters are arranged insections, 
under the following consecutive 
heads: “The Gift of Grace;” 
“Growth in Grace;” “Fruits of 
Grace ;” and “Triumphs of Grace.” 
They are full of earnest religious 
thought, drawn from a varied, long- 
continued, and thorough religious 
experience. They contain much that 
must prove instructive and profitable 
to an earnest seeker after divine 
truth, and especially to a soul longing 
for intimate communion with God, 


BARLEY Loaves. By the Author. 
of “ Ruth Allerton,” “ Christmas 
with the Boys,” ‘“* Maud Cameron,” 
“Half a Dozen Boys,” “ Half a 
Dozen Girls,’ “A Package of 
Seeds,” &e. Philadelphia: Amer- 
ican Sunday-School Union, No. 
1122 Chestnut Street. Pp. 339. 


This work contains eleven different 
stories, the design of which is to il- 
lustrate the various ‘ways in which 
one, whose heart is intent upon doing 
good, can realize its most earnest as- 
pirations. They are written in a 
lucid and forcible style, and are full 
of incidents which cannot fail to in- 
terest and attract. It is admirably 
adapted to instruct and profit the 
young. 
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In the Reformed Church at Bur- 
kittsville, Md., on the 25th of Novem- 
ber, by the Rev. M. L. Shuford, Mr. 
J. Hanshen Markey, of Frederick 
City, to Miss Ida M. Williard, daugh- 
ter of Ezra Williard, of Burkitts- 
ville. ; 
“Christian World” please copy. 
Ono the Ist inst., at the residence 
of the bride’s parents, near Woods- 
boro’, Md., by Rev. O. E. Lake, 
assisted by Rev. G. W. Albaugh, 
Rufus Flickinger to Miss Esther 


\ 


Olivia Albaugh, all of Frederick Co., — 
Md. 


Married, on the 2d inst., at the 
residence of the bride, by the Rev. 
Chas. G. Fisher, Mr. James W. 
Conrad to Miss Mollie M. Noakes, 
both of Winchester, Va. 


Married, by the Rev. 8. Shaw, at 
his residence, on the 17th of Noy. 
Mr. Alpheus J. Saul to Miss Anna 
M. Henry, all of Delmont, Pa, 


" 
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| REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


H H Snyder, Rev NS Sirasebucger, W 
R Yeich, Rev D8 Ditff-nbacher, J He - 
ser, J F De Long R.y 8S § Miller (2), C 
Knebler, Rev J M Hauiz, Rev H Bair, C 
W Doll Rew H #' Keener (2),8 J sla gh- 
baugh, Rev O E Lake, RevL © Edmonds, 
J We.tz, R.v J HSykes, Rov Nd Sires - 


This pcpular Sunday-school paper is‘ published 
Monthly and Semi-monthly, under the direction ef the 
Board of Pyblication of the Reformed Church in the 
United Staty, The following are the terms ; 
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CURK OF KPILEPSY: OR, FALLING 
FILS, BY BANCE’S EPELEPTIO 


Ackuawledgments, 


burger, C H Kuerr, J Gibson, GF Mali, MONTHLY, EE ot ke alady, Wal 
a: ae nnn | Rey § Widmer W Heyser, Rev 8 Shaw, | 1 copies f A paced ly, der poy eh J dy’ 
; ‘ gush SEMEN ’ copies 7@Tone year to one address 2 00 H 's Rpileptic Pills te be the enly remedy ever 
ORPHAN® HOME, WOMELSDORF, PA. W Maal, JH Fiery, Mrs A E Burke (1 25 “ “ “ IN La Be shesvent ter vartag Kpilepey, or valling tod ee 
: , “wi : sub), BA Fubnestoc Haus , Mrs “ “ ‘ Tne following certificates should be read by ail the 
Received from Good-Will Ssc., M aa : rt peer ‘ E fee r i D 60 7, “ “« 8 090 afflicted ; they pr in every respect truo, and should they 
St Pau’s Memorial chureh, uu Harbaugh, tev Ashente! ter, 168 . os “ 15 00 | be read by avy ene who is notafficted himself, if he has 
Rea ting, calico, $5 00 Miller, Rv Ciever, Rev J Kretzi g, Rv @ friend who is a sufferer, ho will do 8 humane act by 
St' Juhn’s Refurmed Sunday- JV Zenring, J Hersh, Rev OC Bunk, Rev SEMI-MONTHLY. ue hag aL EEA RCABIE OURE 
‘i © + Sho p ~ A MOR’ y » te 
school (German) Lancaster, F Fox, Rev JG : Sh emaker, Rev N 5 10 copies for me year to one address $3 50 PHILADELPAIA, June 28th, 186T. 
Rev W T Ge-hard $10 00 | Stressourger, Rev SG Weguer, Rev UY | as « cs « «! To Sara Hancz, Bavtimons, Mp.—Dear Bir: Becing 
’ Reiter, RevS N Cailender. D D, (1 su!) a a $ 00 your advertisement, I was induced te try your Epileptic 
ona aa Spee Ad a0 hae | 50 a s‘ 15 00 | Pilis. I was attacked with Epilepsy in July, 1803. 
$15 00 A Fiick, Riv JS Suade, Rev L DS vckrl 1900 =|“ “« “ « 23 Oo | Immediately my family physician wae summoned, but 


Rev J W Aispach, Rev L K Evans, 8 D 


D. B. ALBRIGHT, 


Home MIsstons. 


Received ver W A. Wilt, Treas, 
&ec, trom Trinity Firse Re- 
formed Sunday-sshool, York, $25 00 
W E Schmerz, Trees, &e, 


Rey Kuepper, 20 00 

Ditto, do, Wm Rupp, 
Treasurer, &ec, 100 00 

Ditto, do, per Rev F. 
K.L.., 80 00 

A S Leinbach, Treas &c, 

Rev J Klein, Schuylkiil 
Haven, 5 25 

Ditto, do, H Muich- 

ler, St Johu’s congregation, 
Jonostows, 10 34 

C M Boush, Treas, &c, of St 
Paul’s Classis, 63 46 

Wm A Wilt, from Rev Dr 
Kieffer, Gettysburg, 20 00 

Ditto, do, John C Failen, 
York Oo, 2 00 

Rev SB Fisher, from Rev M 

5 S Rowland, contribution of 

- Union Suaday-school, West 
Vincent, Pa, 4 28 
$380 38 


W. H. SErBer?, Tress. 
Harrisburg, Pa, 


PUBLICATION BOARD. 


Received per Rev Dr B Bsausman, 

properds of collection at the 
nion Thankegiving ser- 
viees, of the Rf Church of 
* Reading, Pa, 
Rev Dr J Beck, additional 
from Easton congregation, 
Trinlty Reformed Church, 
Coplay, Pa, communion col- 
lection, per C H Kaorr, 
- Treasurer, 
Rev W H H Snyder, collec- 
tion in First Ref Church, 
_ Harrisburg, Pa, 

Rev H F Keener, from Sipes- 
ville, Pa, charge, 
Zion’s Ref Church, Allen- 
town, Pa, per Rev N §S 
Strassburg-r, pastor, 
Rey OC Bank, New Brunswick, 
N J, coliected in charge, 


$47 25 


1 00 


15 00 


50 00 
2 00 


88 62 
9 00 


~ Rev 8S Shaw, Deimout, Pa, 
collec:ion in charge, 4 25 
Rev G B Dechant, Catawiasa, 
Pa, collected in charge, 15 00 
$182 12 
SAMUEL R. FISHER, 
Treasure”. 
BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 
Fn? Received per Rev U Henzy Heil- 
ie man, Treas of West Susque- 


haona C.assix, from Rev 
| 3 Kirg, colice ed in Bellsionte 
charge, 


S. R. FisHer, T. casurer, 


MESSENGER AOKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
December 8, 1374.) 
LETTERS KECEIVED. 


Rev OE Lake, Rtv Rs Apple, Rev 


pote W G Hackman, Rev W HA Snider (1 
> ae, sud), Mis M A Flos, Ms E McClure, C 
Hf Shi HDxon &C.,8M Pitti gil &O.GS 
——« Byer, N. W Ayer & Sm (8), J Badger, 
= Rev WH Herbert, Rv J Meckley, R-v 


JA Peers, Mis J W Qu ggle, Rev J H 
Paaonebeck r, Rev I K Lo s, 8 P Young, 
Rev J Muehlhaupt,G F Mull, Rev DgG 
- Kleio, W Biery, Rev J Kre zing T Hou- 
. ser, Rev U H Heilman, W H Kister, H 
Keller, Rev J H Derr (1 «ub), § H Krue- 
Be J Heppe, Rrv J R Skianer, Rey J A 


olers, JE Swarizel, H Sen zinger, D 
r, Rev D,W Kelley, Rev CS Ger- 


& 


at 
BE) 


$24 75 


Piper, J B Leiubach, Rev T Derr, R v I 
G Bown, Rev D Y Heisler, © Cicis xn 
World,” S Kistier & Bro. G Lini:g r, 
Rev D H Reiter, Rev T O Siem, P Easien 
GR Crooks, P Levy, Rev 8 G Wagner. 
JP Rinker, DeJ GQ Wiestling, Rev G B 
Dechant (1 sub) RevGH Leonard, D N 
Schaeffer, Rev M LShuifo.d. 


Harhets. 


PORILADELPHIA MARKETS. 
OORKEOTED WHEKLY. 
{Saturday Dec. 5, 1874.) 


——_~ 


FLOUR. 
Wheat Flour,Superfine.... §3.75}(a 4.00 
= | D> <0: SPE Emm PY £1901) 9049) 
= PAIGY wavs cae: 6 50(@)7.25 
Kye Flour’........ soeeeerecteses, ). COCmOLIU 
Corn Meal.......00-..cee-ceseee  —-4.380(094.90 
GRAIN. 
Wheat White.......5 .cccre.  41.80(@)1.87 
Da SPORT ST 
TGV Oxccuser cence Fev ee eee erenan ateins 97(@98 
CornsuArKa. ea eAne.. 80(a@84 
Plates. sees Sac A tan oes Cents aise 66(@68 
PRAY ts eh acs aes were puin 1.60°@1.45 
SB imie 
OlOVET ......-.0-2e0eee0e( LOOL DS) — 8.00429,00 
Timothy .....0.... Petes cuerestaens 2.60(a)2.70 
Plax 2: cp Qvewii Vues 51590200 
PASSED 9 ches icca sagas cicnana varh-}h} ay oe DLE O0 
PROVISIONE. 
Beef, Meas.....c0.:sescersseses 16.00/17.00 
Pork, MGs8 ..ciccscscceecespences 2L.U0( 28,00 
fam......... HALT, shears, 18 a14} 
Butter, store packed........ 678 20(@23 
DOG TO stems. ts san Sse 32(@33 
Do. Goshen ........ hs veares se 40(a,42 
LAPdie 88). NR. GON A:. 14(@144 
(Sepae ean chercewereel Fe Gd... 16(@17 
RES usa totais sch snsie re 80(@34 
GROCERIES. 
COFFEES. 
a O-neesdoicnsenceis-s ree. 801) 15(@204 
PRVG cc cderavesedasssesseee LOL 25 a,.274 
Laguayrs...,.............(gold) 183@194 
SUGAR 
Oba... re ons cna. eee p hgdiaghsy. 8(@83 
BBLGO), ICU rads wtc venereal estes 83@9 
Doemarara.......,2))hsebéy ens i 9§(@104 


——__—_+—_____ 


We have an Account to settle with Our- 
selves.—Summer approaches. The sun’s in- 
creased power of cvaporation diffuses malarious 
princivles. Suffering and b dily infirmities in- 
creases. Hven robu:t health is insecure without 
aremedy to ward off sickness. Have then the 
antidote ready! Save your health and your 
money, and gnaraniee a vigorous cli age by the 
use of Dr, Watker’s CALIFORNIA VINEGAR 
Bi7TERs. 

Let any one whose health is not perfect, use 
this celebrated vegetable remedy. You can never 
err in taking it, and you thus avoid premature 
decay, and the misery ofan infirm and unenjoy- 
able existence. 


: 
Advertisements, 


nin ® 9 ig! A large, eight-page, 
THE WEEKLY UN. independent, honest 
and fearless newspaper, of 56 broad columns. Weaim 
to make the Weekly Sun the best family newspaper 
in the world. Try it. $1.20 per year, postage paid. 
Address tux Sun, New Vork City, 
Dec. 2, 1874. 13t—A. 


AGENTS WANTED for tho CONTSNNIAL 


GAZETT RMR yuna 


BT aTEs. 


Showinyg the grand results of Ouw first G0 WYemrs, 
Ev rybody buys ft, $100 t» $200 »& month to agents, 
Send for circula, P. W. ZIEGLER & Oo. 
Philad-Iphis, Pa. Oct. 7, 74, 6y. eow, 


6 EM SMR ROY PARES a BRE TAY ATURE Pag WRN A NER ON BM I 


ii UNDA W-8O i @MLS—examine 
School Worker for Teachers, Single number r5¢. 
Internationa! Lessons, Lesson Papers for Scholars, 
$1.50 a year; Club rateslow. Sample free. Not sec- 
tarian, Published 5 yearsby J. W. MeIntyre, 
4 So. Sth St. St. Louis. It. 


CPTI TP TMT RL YT TREE RG TR NT TRIE OTT 


Am. Sunday 


Single copies 49 cents for the monthly and '75 cents 


for the semi-Monhly in advance. When sent by mail, 


postage at the ray of 12 cents per year for every ten 
copies must beaded for the prepayment of postage 
The above rates a cash in advance. Address, 


Reformed Gurch Publication Board, 


107 ASCH STREET, 
PHILADELPIA. 


MASON & HAMLIN 
CABINET ORGANS. 
THREE HIBS MEDALS 
AND BIPLOW OP HONOR, 


At VIENNA, 133, PARIS, 1867. 
awarded |ighest premiums at Indus- 


ALWAYS trial Exositious, in Europe and 


America. Out of hundretjhere have not been six in 
all where any other orgattlaye been preferred. 


THE ANIL JE Atit-an Organs which has 


evertained any medal in Eu- 


rope, or which present sucixtraordinary and recog- 
nized excellence as to Commad a wide sale there. 
Declared by Ethent Musicians, in both 


NEW 
Bi if hemispheres, whe umeivaled, See 
TESTIMONIAL CIRCULA, with opinions of more 
than Ome 'Sowmsand (se free), 
Sold ilmys at fixed prices 


CHEAPENT whicha.priated im price 


lists, and subject temo digommé. It is the cus- 
tom of other makers to priat \itheir catalogues very 
high prices from which gy} discounts are made, 
sometimes seventyjive per wt. or more. ‘Khe 
poorer the orgen the ligher the print- 
ed price and the later the discount. 
Dealers sometimes recomniendpther organs than the 
Mason & Hamlin, because thy get these enormous 


discounts on them. 
on having a Man and Hamlin, with 


GAN 
INS recent improvemem, at Catalogue Price, 


and you will get according to sitand style, the bamt 
Organ that cam be rmat, as low as it can be 
afforded by the su akers havnggreatest facilities for 


manufacture. 

T | N in Bigamt Upright 
| \) Rename Cases (Pa- 
tented, 1874.) Very rich and bauiful ; adding much 
to the musical power and romane; with other impor- 
tant patented imprevoments, usei xclusively in these 
Organs. 


HASY PAYMENT 
sold for quarterty or monthly payments ; 
or remied with privileget purchase, 
Rewnt paid three yesrs pirclinses the 
Organ. The following tabieswws terms of pay- 
ment on seyeral plans fora Fiyettave Double 
Keead Organin eleganitpright KReso- 
nant Case, with Five ste; Vox Hu- 
mana, AUtOMatLiec swell, kiee Sweil, &c. 


lew Plans adopted 
tis Season, Organs 


Cash Price, $130. ace Price, $14) Rent 3 Mos. 
i 


Paym’t in\In ThreeIn Six, mne [In Twelve 


Pian. Aavance. | Months./Mons,| Mt | Months. 
No. 1.| $14.30 J $14.30 ; i ik 30 | . ge 8 
No. 2.] © 28.6e ay, oa es | as 
No. 3.| 27.92 27.92 | 27.92] mf | 27.92 
No. 4.) 71-50 | 16.36 | 16.36] ih? | 1636 
No. 5.| 67.06 a 67.06 = | = 

‘ go uae | 69.90 


No. 7:'2 $14 30 cash, $10.44 monthly for? months: 


Many styles at proportionate rates, 


CATALOGUES 


and Circulan,¥ith full par— 
ticulars, sent it? ddress, 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN :(0, BOSTON 
NEW YORK, or CHICAGQ # 2 
Nov. 18, 74.—4t. ; 
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Using 


gbsinight front 
quill Can be 
& 


meg 


neds One that 


Call 


LUDTES, 
Ips the dress in the Latest Style, 


ve perfect satisfactiem” is the yerd; 
f ¢ verdi 
rpoyeVe Many times their cosi in one ates 


Beware of | MITATIONS, as they ar 

| ON. See that each is stamped * Sa ni. 
y pricedacones each E 
LOFFER,—TWO Elevators? 
Ato hose no Subseribe for * SRITH’S ILLUSTRATED PATTERN BAZAAR®™ 


ive me no relief from the medicines he pre- 

then consulted another physician but IL 
I then tried the treatment of 
another, but without any good effect. 1 again 1 turned 
to my family physician; was cupped aud bled vt several 
different times. I was generally attacked withent any 
premo.itory syaiptoms. I bad from two to five fits a 
day, at intervals of two wecks. I was often attacked in 
my sicep, and would fa'l wherever I would be or What- 
ever be occupied with and I was severely injured seve- 
ral times from thé falis. I was effected so much that I 
Jost all confidence in myself. I also was affected in my 
business, and I consider that yeur Bpileptic Pills cured 
m6. In February, 1865, | commenced to use your, Pills, 
I only had two attacks afterward. The last one Was om 
the 5th of April, 1865, and they were of a less serious 
character. With the blessing of Providence your medi- 
cine was made the instrument by which I was cured ef 
that distressing efficiion, I think that the Piils ond 
their good effects should be made known everywhere, 
that persons similarly affected may have the benefit of 
them. Any person wishing further information can ob- 
tain it by calling at my residence, No. 836 N. Third 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


he could 
scribed. 
seemed to grow worse. 


Wim Fira. 


Is THERE A CURE FOR EPILEPSY? 
The Suijoined wiil Answer. 

Guenapa, Miss. June 30th.—Seth 8. Hance—Dear 
Sir—You will find onclosed five dollars, which I send 
you for two boxes of your Bpileptic Pills. : 

I was the first person whe tricd your Pills in this part 
of the country. My son was badly afflicted with fits for 
twe years. I wrote and received two boxes of your Pills, 
which he took agreeably to your directions. He has 
never bad a fit since. 

It was through my persuasion that Mr. Lyon tried 
your Pills. His cass was a very bad one; he had fits 
nearly all his life, or at least a good many years. Pei- 
sons have writien to me from Alabama and Tennesso« 
on the subject, for the purpose of ascertaining my opin- 
ion in regard to your Pilis, I have always recommended 
them, and in no instance where I have had a chance of 
hearing from their effect have thee failed to cure. 

Yours, etc. C. H. Guy, 
Grenada, Yalabusha, Mins. 


ANOTHER REMARKABLE 
CURE OF EPILEPSY; OR FALLING 
FITS 
BY HANOE#’S EPILEPTIC PILLS 
MONTGOMERY, ‘I'rxas, June 20th, 1867. 

To Sxra 8. Hanox :—A person in my employ had been 
afflicted with Fits, or Epilepsy, for thirteen years; he 
had these attacks at intervals from two te four weeks, 
and oftentimes several ia quick succession, semetim«s 
continuing for two er three daye. On several occasie 
they continued until his mind appeared totally deranged 
in which condition hs weuld centinne fer a day or twe 
after the fits had eeased. } trisd several remedi+s pre- 
scribed by our resideat physicians, but without any 
success. Having seen your ndvertisement in the Phila- 
delphia Courier, L concluded i would try yeur remedy 
I obtained two boxes of your Pillr, and gave them aeeor. 
ding to directions, and they effected a permanent cure. 
The person is newa stent, healty mam, and is abeut 
thirty years of age and has not had a ft since he com- 
menced taking your medicine, which was ten years 
since. He was my priscipal wagoner, aud has, since that 
time, bseu exposed to the severest of weather. I have 
gteat confidence in your remedy, and weuld like every 
one whe has fits te give it a trial. 

B. L. DEFREESE. 


STILE ANOTHER CURE. 
Read the followivg testimonial from a respectable citizen 
of Grenada, Mississippi: 

Seth 8. Aance, Baurimexrz, Mp.—Dear Sir: I take 
great pleasure im relating a case of spasms, or fits, cured 
by yourinvaluable Pills. My brother, J. J. Ligon, has 
long been afflicted with tyis awful disease. He was first 
attacked whils quite young. He would have ene or twe 
spasme at one atinck at first, but as he grew elder they 
seemed to increase likewis-. Up to the time he cem- 
wenced taking your Pills he had them very often and 
quite severe, prostrating him, body and mind. His mind 
had suffered seriously, but now, Lam happy to say, be 
is cured of those fits. Hw has exjeyed fina health for 
the last five months past. His mind has also returned 
to its original brightuess. All this I take great plea- 
sure in communicating, a¥ it may be the meass of 
directing others to the remedy that will cure them. 

Yours, respectfully, etc., W. P. Ligon. 

GRENADA, Mississippi. 


Sent te any part of -he courtry, by mail, free of post- 
age, oo receiot of a remittance. Addrss SHTH B. 
HANC#, 108 Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md. Price 
ope b x, $3; two, $5 ; twelve, $27. , . 

*.* Plexse inention that you saw this advertis: ment 
in THe RerorMgep CauRsHe MnssENGER. 

June 24, °74-Llyr. A. 


$10 to $1000 =e iu Stocks and Gold 


: pays 200 per cent. a month. 
Send for particulars. Tumbridge & Oc., Bankers, 2 


Woll st., N. Y. Sep. 28, ‘74, 18t.. a. 
At home, male or female; 835 per 
Wor week, day or evening. No Caplial, 


Wesend valuable pucskage of 
seeds by mail free, aati ete 
ten cent rturn stamp, M. Youna, 173 Greenwich &t., 


in| TAM Sep. 23, "74, 26t. A. 


SAVE YOUR DRESSES! 


“SMITH’S INSTANT DRESS ELEVATOR.” 


It changes the "train" inte 


bby } 
walking dress in one pe 
com, and back ¢ 
ehanged from one dress to another in two = iecaaat 


al i whe try. them, 
This * Elevator=*§ 

down aflor hein elevated. * 
Te WORSE than WORTHERSS? 
MAILED FRE. ith’s Instant Dross Elevator.” 


Wholesale, 820 per gro 
wil! be given FREE ana remines, 


will let the dress 


oe ding One Dollar and Ten Cents, Be : 
DAW one youtece enCents, Best and cheapsst Fash 
ME jhe world, Send stamp for Illustra pest Fashion 
ie Eu of skirt, with Book 055, Pp lustrated Catalogue. thar 


A. BURDETTE SMITH, 914 Broadway, N, 


